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Introit 

 Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord:  
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
Thou, God, art praised in Sion, and unto thee shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem: thou that hearest the 
prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord : and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Welcome and Introduction 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 

Collect 

Reading 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 



BRETHREN: I would not have you to be ignorant concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus shall God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we, which are 
alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we, which are alive and remain, shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gradual and Tract 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord:  
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance:  
they will not be afraid of any evil tidings. 

Absolve, O Lord, the souls of all the faithful departed from every bond of sin. 
And by the help of thy grace  
may they be worthy to escape the avenging judgment. 
And enjoy the bliss of everlasting light. 

Gospel Reading 
John 6:37-40 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 

The holy gospel is written in the sixth chapter of the gospel according to John, beginning at the thirty-seventh 
verse. 

XXXAT that time : Jesus said unto the multitude of the Jews: All that the Father giveth me, shall come to me: 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out: for I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me: that of all which he hath 
given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent 
me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life, and I will raise him up 
at the last day. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Homily 

The Prayers 
Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Enter not into judgement with thy servant, O Lord; 
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. 
Grant unto them eternal rest; and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
We believe verily to see the goodness of the Lord; in the land of the living. 
O Lord, hear our prayer; and let our cry come unto thee. 

Offertory 
O Lord Jesu Christ, King of glory, deliver the souls of all the faithful departed from the pains of hell, and from 
the pit of destruction:  
deliver them from the lion’s mouth, that the grave devour them not,  
that they fall not into darkness :  
but let the standard-bearer, Saint Michael, make speed to restore them to the brightness of glory :  
Which of old thou didst promise unto Abraham and his seed. 
Sacrifice and prayer do we offer unto thee, O Lord : do thou accept them for the souls departed, in whose 
memory we make this oblation: and grant them, Lord, to pass from death unto life.  
Which of old thou didst promise unto Abraham and his seed. 

https://bathwickparishes.org/stjohns/fr-dunns-requiem-homily-2/
https://


The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is meet and right so to do. 

Preface 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high! 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Fr Dunn in the parish 
grew ever stronger and the case received national publicity especially after the publication of the 
Report of the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline in 1906. Fr Dunn received many 
messages of support for his courageous stand, and from others condemnation of his obstinacy. 
Bishop Kennion stated of Fr Dunn that “[he is] my one recalcitrant clergyman, and one of the 
best I possess. He is one of the most straightforward and trustworthy men I have ever had to 
deal with: there are no dark corners about him, he means what he says and does everything in a 
very open way.” 

It was not until after Fr Dunn’s death, when his successor Fr Charles Harris was continuing the 
same catholic practices, that Bishop Kennion’s own successor, Bishop Wynne Wilson, ended the 
ban by visiting St John’s. He was received at the west door with impressive ceremony and was 
subsequently presented by the congregation with a mitre as a thanksgiving for the ending of the 
persecution of the parish that had lasted for so many years. 

The tragedy of the first world war, during which his own son, also a priest, was killed, together 
with recurring illness overshadowed the end of Fr Dunn’s life and ministry. He died one 
hundred years ago today, on the eve of the church’s Patronal Festival. Tributes came from all 
quarters to his courage and courtesy under trial. In his own words, recorded in the minutes of 
the last vestry meeting that he attended, Fr Dunn recorded a vote of thanks for his ministry, 
saying that “it had been a great happiness to him for nearly 40 years to serve in this church. He 
loved the church and he loved the people.” 

As a tribute to him, the church and congregation commissioned the rood screen that dominates 
the church over the entrance to the choir from the great ecclesiastical architect Sir Ninian 
Comper. 

Writing 40 years after Fr Dunn’s death, the author of the centenary history in 1961, Miss Gertrude 
Thatcher, states that his influence was still felt at that time. Fr Dunn did so much to establish the 
catholic practices and tradition of the parish of St John’s Bathwick and those of us who follow in 
his steps have much to be grateful to him and his ministry. May he rest in peace. Amen. 

 


