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O Sing unto the Lord
Arguably the oldest form of music, Plainsong dates from the
earliest centuries of Christianity. Traditionally sung without
musical accompaniment, it is now at times accompanied by
organ harmonies. The earliest use of Plainsong was probably for
the singing of Psalms, and this was certainly a feature of Jewish
worship and remains so to the present day. The rhythm of
plainsong is free and based on the words of the text rather than
meter as with modern hymn tunes. After the publication of the
1549 Book of Common Prayer, John Merbecke (pronounced
‘Marbeck’) set the English liturgy to plainsong in The Booke of
Common Praier Noted. This remained the most common sung
setting of the Mass until well into the 20th Century, and is still
used in many churches. Plainsong is also still used for many well
known hymns, such as ‘Sing my tongue the glorious battle’,
‘Come, Holy Ghost our souls inspire’ and ‘Creator of the stars of
night’.
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Why did you Doubt?

When the musical “Jesus Christ – Superstar” was
first staged, theologians were quick to point out a
few doctrinal inaccuracies, some Christians were
quick to call ‘Blasphemy, blasphemy’ but the general
public loved it. (Ironically, it is now the staple-diet for
Church, Am-Dram Theatre groups, London’s West
End to Opera Houses!) Soon Hollywood got hold of
it and with great songs and dance routines it was
filmed against the aftermath of the Six-day War in
the Middle East. What grabbed the public’s attention
was that for many it was the first time the story of
Christ’s last days suddenly became relevant in the
20th century – it was accessible, where for many,
centuries of church liturgical worship and the
Scriptures had been remote.

One of the high-spots of the film and any stage
presentation is Herod’s Song, where the King tries to
ridicule Jesus by telling Him to do one of His tricks
‘and walk across [my] swimming-pool’! Whether or
not Jesus could have done as Herod requested is not
the point, it was whether he had faith enough to
believe Jesus was able. When Peter is called by Jesus
to walk across the waters of the lake, the real
challenge was to  let the Disciple  see if he  had
enough faith in His Lord to follow His example.

Jesus proved His Kingship above Herod’s by not
rising to the bait and exposed Herod’s faithlessness,
but in Peter the fullness of his faith was shown in
those first tentative steps on the surface of the water.
It was only when Peter began to doubt his ability
that Jesus admonished him.

Having faith in Jesus is a total giving of oneself to
do His Will and nothing less.
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after Trinity
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of the Year

1 Kings 19: 9,11-13 
So often we long for a clear sign from God.  The
prophet Elijah was no exception.  As the surviving
faithful prophet he took on the rival prophets of
Baal in a competition.  Two sacrificial bulls were
placed on wood to see whether Baal or God
would answer first by igniting a fire.  Baal failed
to do anything, but God spectacularly lit the fire
and then allowed it to rain after a long drought.
It could not have been more dramatic and it
ought to have been a triumph for faith in the one
true God.  But it wasn’t!  The wicked Queen
Jezebel was unmoved and ordered Elijah’s death
and he fled and hid in a mountain cave.  Elijah
despaired and God summoned him outside
where Elijah experienced wind, earthquake and
fire, but without any sense of the presence of
God.  But when all was quiet Elijah knew the ‘still
small voice of God.’  The times when God chooses
to act dramatically are the exception.  He prefers
to be the constant ‘still small voice’ which is
always there.  Like the morning dew which creeps
silently up on us, the ‘still small voice’ may be
speaking to us without us even realizing.  

Saints and Heroes
Visit the remains of the Chapel of St Laurence next
time you are in Walsingham.  St Laurence was
popular in England, because he was favoured by the
Roman Emperor Constantine, who was raised to the
purple here. Laurence ministered in the third century,
as one of the seven deacons of Rome.  The ancient
world was a brutal place, but the church strove to
care for the poor.  Laurence was the administrator of
the church funds, which paid for this support.
Unfortunately the greedy Prefect of Rome demanded
the treasure in return for sparing Laurence’s life.  The
saint quickly gave the money away and arranged for
the poor to gather before the Prefect.  Pointing at the
crowd Laurence announced ‘here is the treasure of
the church, the poor whom she loves and feeds in
the name of Christ.’ The furious Prefect had him
roasted to death on a gridiron. 
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