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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
Francesco Botticini (1446-98), The Assumption of the Virgin 

 
THE MEMORIAL OF THE INCARNATION 

The Angelus is said before Mass 
 

Priest The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary. 
All And she conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
Priest Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:  

blessed art thou among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

All Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. 

 

Priest Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
All Be it unto me according to thy word. 
Priest Hail Mary, etc 
 

Priest And the Word was made flesh. 
All And dwelt among us. 
Priest Hail Mary, etc 
 

Priest Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 
All That we may be made worthy  

of the promises of Christ. 
 

Priest Let us pray. 
We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our 
hearts: that, as we have known the Incarnation of 
thy Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of an angel,  
so by his cross and passion we may be brought to 
the glory of his resurrection.  
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE MASS 

 

Welcome and Introduction stand as the bell rings 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
All And with thy spirit. 
 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 
 

Invitation to confession 
The priest uses this or another similar invitation to confession: 
In today’s gospel, we hear Mary’s words, ‘My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord.’ We too have gathered 
to worship the Lord – and as we prepare to celebrate the 
sacred mysteries, we ask for his mercy and forgiveness… 
 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against thee,  
through our own fault,  
in thought and word and deed,  
and in what we have left undone.  
We are heartily sorry, and repent of all our sins.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,  
who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past:  
and grant that we may serve thee  
in newness of life,  
to the glory of thy name. Amen. 

 

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. 
Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. 

 

The priest proclaims God’s forgiveness in these or similar words: 
May almighty God have mercy upon us, 
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Gloria in excelsis 
All Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect the prayer of the day 
The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  
‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding. 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 
who assumed the Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
your Son, body and soul into heavenly glory, 
grant, we pray, 
that, always attentive to the things that are above, 
we may merit to be sharers of her glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
sit as we listen to the scriptures of the day 

 

First Reading Revelation 11:19 & 12:1-6,10 
The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of 

the covenant could be seen inside it. 
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned 

with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve 
stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in 
labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a 
second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red dragon which 
had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads 
crowned with a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars 
from the sky and dropped them to the earth, and the dragon 
stopped in front of the woman as she was having the child, 
so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother. 
The woman brought a male child into the world, the son 
who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and the 
child was taken straight up to God and to his throne, while 
the woman escaped into the desert, where God had made a 
place of safety ready. Then I heard a voice shout from 
heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have been 
won by our God, and all authority for his Christ.’ 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 45:10-12,16 
R/On your right stands the queen, 

in garments of gold. 
 

1 The daughters of kings are among your loved ones, 
on your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words, 
forget your own people and your father’s house. R/ 

 

2 So will the king desire your beauty: 
he is your Lord, pay homage to him. 
They are escorted amid gladness and joy; 
they pass within the palace of the king. R/ 

 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all 

who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and in 
the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through 
one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be 
brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper 
order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming of 
Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the 
end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, 
having done away with every sovereignty, authority and 
power. For he must be king until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is 
death, for everything is to be put under his feet. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation stand 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Mary has been taken up into heaven: 
all the choirs of angels are rejoicing. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-56 
Deacon The Lord be with you. 
All And with thy spirit. 
Deacon A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke. 
All Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town 
in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? From 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that 
the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’  

And Mary said, 
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

Yes, from this day forward all generations will call  
  me blessed, 

for the Almighty has done great things for me: 
Holy is his name, 

and his mercy reaches from age to age  
for those who fear him. 

He has shown the power of his arm, 
he has routed the proud of heart. 

He has pulled down princes from their thrones  
and exalted the lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things, 
the rich sent empty away. 

He has come to the help of Israel his servant, 
mindful of his mercy 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors –  
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for 
 ever.’ 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and 
then went back home. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

Homily sit 
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The Apostles’ Creed stand 
All I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

 Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
 Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
 Born of the Virgin Mary,  
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, dead, and buried:  
 He descended into hell;  
 The third day he rose again from the dead;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 And sitteth on the right hand of God  
  the Father Almighty;  
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick  
  and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
 The holy Catholick Church;  
 The Communion of Saints;  
 The Forgiveness of sins;  
 The Resurrection of the body,  
 And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful sit 
The prayers are introduced by the priest 
One of these responses may be used 
 Lord, in thy mercy.  (or) Lord, hear us. 
All hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end 
 Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Peace stand 
The priest uses this or other similar words: 
Blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All and with thy spirit. 

the Peace may only be shared verbally with 
your immediate neighbours  
without any physical contact 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
All May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good, and the good of all his holy  Church. 

 

May this oblation, our tribute of homage, 
rise up to you, O Lord, 
and, through the intercession of  
 the most Blessed Virgin Mary, 
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whom you assumed into heaven, 
may our hearts, aflame with the fire of love, 
constantly long for you. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Priest The Lord be with you 
All and with thy spirit. 
Priest Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is meet and right so to do. 
 

The priest praises God for his mighty acts and we respond: 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The president recalls Jesus’ words at the Last Supper, and this 
acclamation is used 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
All Christ has died,  

Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

 

The prayer of consecration ends: 
…Through him, with him, in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honour is yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or similar words: 
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our 
Saviour gave us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

 

 Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,  
graciously grant us peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope  
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 We break this bread  

to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

All Lamb of God, you take away the sins  
 of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins  
 of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins  
 of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
The priest invites us to receive the communion of Jesus’ body and blood: 
 Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him that takest away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest  
come under my roof:  
but speak the word only,  
and my soul shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
So that the distribution of communion may proceed as 
safely as possible, it will be done in silence.  
Therefore at this point we collectively acclaim the Body 
and Blood of the Lord: 
 

As the priest presents the Blessed Sacrament he says 
The Body of Christ. Amen. 
 

As the priest presents the Precious Blood he says 
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 

Worshippers are reminded that the entirety of the 
sacrament is received when only the Blessed 

Sacrament (the consecrated bread)  
is consumed – the priest (only) will consume the 

Precious Blood 
 

Ministers of the Sacrament will have sanitised their 
hands with alcohol-based gel 

 

You are requested to maintain a distance of  
at least 1 metre as you queue to receive the 

Sacrament and to stand on the carpet  
at the front of the nave.  

The Blessed Sacrament will then be ‘dropped’ into 
your outstretched hands  

without any additional words being spoken 
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Prayer after Communion stand 
Having received the Sacrament of salvation, 
we ask you to grant, O Lord, 
that, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
whom you assumed into heaven, 
we may be brought to the glory of the resurrection. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Solemn Blessing and Dismissal stand and bow your head 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And with thy spirit. 
 

May God, who through the childbearing  
 of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
willed in his great kindness to redeem the human race, 
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing. Amen. 
 

May you know always and everywhere the protection of her, 
through whom you have been found worthy  
to receive the author of life. Amen. 
 

May you, who have devoutly gathered on this day, 
carry away with you the gifts of spiritual joys  
 and heavenly rewards. Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 

 The Mass is ended.  
 Go in the peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Please be aware of the need for  
social distancing as you leave the church.  

 

There will be an opportunity to donate to the 
ongoing work of the church on a plate  

by each door. 
If you would prefer to donate by BACS (online),  

the account for St John’s Bathwick  
(Nat West Bank) is 50935607  
and the sort code is 600205. 

 

Many thanks for your generosity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining us this morning.  
 
 
 

Please take this service-sheet and the weekly notice-
sheet home with you to inform your prayer and 

reflection during the coming week. 


