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 ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
  

St Mary’s Church is situated in Bathwick, Bath.  It is part of the Diocese of Bath and Wells within the Church 
of England.   
The correspondence address is :- 

The Parish Office, St Mary’s Church, Darlington Street, Bath BA2 4EB.   
Email: office@bathwickparishes.org.uk     www.bathwickparishes.org.uk      Phone 01225-447450 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a charity registered with Charity Commission. Reg Charity No 1137972 
PCC members who have served from 1st January 2019 until the date this report was approved are: 
  
 Name            Post  
Incumbent The Revd. Peter Edwards  Chairman    
                                   
Readers Marilyn Kirby   PCC Secretary, Standing Committee,  
   Restoration Action Group 
 Thomas Bunn          Deanery Synod (for St John’s) 
 Stephen Howard  Deanery Synod, Finance Committee 
 Marcus Wedge   Finance & Fabric Committees 
  
Churchwardens         Nicola Parker #  Standing Committee; Fabric, Finance, Children’s Church 
    and Social Committees                 
                                       Jan Howard <>  Standing Committee; Fabric and Finance Committees, 
    Mission Group  
 
Diocesan Synod John Porteous  Vice Chairman PCC, Standing Committee; Fabric,  
   Finance, 2020 Group 
   
Deanery Synod Stephen Howard *           
                                          Nicky Parker *           
  
Elected Members: Julie Brown + Children’s Church, Christian Outreach Group,  
  Mission Group 
 Julia Brownbridge *  Social, 2020 Group 
                                          Roy Hatch +  Restoration Action Group 
 Jan Howard ^  Churchwarden from APCM 2019   
 Joanna Hunt <>  Christian Outreach Group, Social Committee 
 Helen Lees <>  Restoration Action Group 
 Nick Lennard *  Treasurer, Finance and Fabric Committees          
 Peter Lockyer <>  Finance Committee 
 Carla Maddocks +  Resigned March 2020 
 Nicola Mathiason ^  Mission Group 
 Helen Moss ^  Social Committee, Christian Outreach Group,  
   Mission Group 
 Andrew Parker ^  Fabric Committee, Electoral Roll Officer<> 
 Thelma Paterson-Fox *  Walsingham Cell, Christian Outreach Group   
 Carole Stickney *  Social and Fabric Committees, 2020 Group 
 Molly Wedge <>  2020 Group 
 

Co-opted Members:      None 
   
 # Since APCM 2015.  *since APCM 2017.  ^ since APCM 2018, <> until APCM 2019, + since APCM 2019 
 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules.  
All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 
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OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
The PCC has considered the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and the  
advancement of religion. 
The aim of the PCC is to co-operate with the incumbent in promoting in the parish the whole 
mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. In addition it also has 
maintenance responsibilities for the church and its associated property. The PCC sees the 
Church's mission as witnessing steadfastly to the Christian faith and proclaiming the gospel 
through prayer and preaching and the celebration of the sacraments through service to the 
people of Bathwick and further afield and to those in need.  The Church Hall provides a safe 
haven for young people in the local area. 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 

By God’s grace and mindful of our heritage 
we aim to extend the Community of Faith 

where God is glorified 
and the Good News of Jesus Christ 

is proclaimed and lived 
 
THE “WORSHIP” ETHOS 
St Mary’s has been “Anglo Catholic” since “Oxford Movement” times, when the Church of 
England was re-affirmed as Catholic, in worship and practice. That revered tradition, as 
demonstrated by the Sunday Morning Sung Eucharist, has been influenced by subsequent 
developments in Catholic teaching and practice of liturgy. Music, (generally traditional 
classical and Anglican), is valued, with statues, art, incense and vestments adding to the 
sense of the numinous. Celebration of the Sacraments with awe and wonder at the mystery 
of the love of God is a priority.  Two key texts are 1 Cor. 14:40 and Hebrews 12:22-24. 
 
 
RECTOR’S REPORT 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
This is now my seventh report as parish priest of Bathwick, and as I have said in previous 
years, I continue to be so very grateful to all members of the St Mary’s congregation for their 
warm support for me and my family. 
 
2019 was another full year in the life of our church, and many of the highlights of the year 
are mentioned in several of the reports which comprise this Annual Report. This report also 
contains some initial reflections on the events of the first half of 2020 in which our parish 
life, like so many others, was overtaken by the Covid-19 lockdown. 
 
As in previous years, 2019 contained many joys and sorrows – we have welcomed new 
people, but we have also lost some long-standing members through death or relocation. 
Among those who died, both full of faith to the last, were Fr Tom Gibson and David Sims.  
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Fr Tom had worshipped at Bathwick throughout his long retirement and until age and 
infirmity became an issue had been the regular celebrant at the BCP Mass at St Mary’s each 
Wednesday morning and (until Fr David Prothero’s retirement in 2012) at the 8am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Many of us greatly enjoyed Fr Tom’s counsel and advice as well as the 
unlimited supply of entertaining anecdotes which peppered every conversation. His funeral 
took place at Badminton church (where he had been the parish priest 1974-93) as well as a 
requiem Mass being held at St Mary’s. David Sims had served St Mary’s as one of our 
deputy Churchwardens for many years with a particular responsibility for stewardship, but 
it was from the back pew of the church that David (together with Sheila) exercised a 
wonderful, gentle ministry of welcome to regulars and visitors alike every Sunday morning. 
David had an absolute, firm, faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and this faith 
permeated his every thought and deed. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
Thank yous 
May I first of all take the opportunity to thank our two Churchwardens, Nicola Parker and 
Jan Howard for their commitment to St Mary’s church and its mission as well as for their 
personal support. Thanks are also due to all those who served as members of our Parochial 
Church Council during the course of the year for their continuing work. Thanks also to all 
those others who exercised ministry at St Mary’s during the year – in particular to our 
Assistant clergy Frs Antony Claridge, Richard Hunt, Chris Kinch and Robert Webb and 
Readers Stephen Howard, Marilyn Kirby and Marcus Wedge. Particular mention must be 
made of Thomas Bunn who stood down from active Reader ministry in the course of 2019 
and who is now a ‘Reader Emeritus.’ 
 
During 2019 we said “goodbye” to Ann Banner who had served as our parish administrator 
for a number of years and welcomed Kerry Hughes who has taken on this role, displaying 
calmness and efficiency as well as good humour and pastoral maturity.  
 
And thanks are due too to all those who help the mission and worship of St Mary’s in a 
variety of ways – some more obvious and others “behind the scenes.” Thanks to our 
musicians – to Gary Desmond, Stephen Cooke and others who have led music in worship, 
and to members of our choir; to all who read lessons and lead intercessions at Mass; to our 
ministers of the sacrament; to our altar servers and sacristans; to our Sunday School 
leaders and sidespeople; to those who organise and provide refreshments; to our flower 
arrangers and all those who clean and prepare the church for worship. 
 
However, we continue to be short of people in a number of these areas – particularly a 
need to replace Carole Stickney to whom our thanks are given for the work she has done to 
lead the flower arranging team for many years. Carole has decided to retire from this work 
in mid-2020 – so we would be grateful if someone felt called to take on this particular role. 
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Worship 
As I have stated in previous years, at the centre and heartbeat of our parish is our worship – 
the rhythm of Morning and Evening Prayer each day, and of course the Mass every Sunday 
and most weekdays. Here we come to the altar, are fed by Christ himself, and are then sent 
out into the world having been mysteriously and sacramentally drawn into the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross and into his risen life. As Jesus tells us through the pages of St John’s 
gospel, ‘My flesh is real food, my blood is real drink…whoever eats me will live because of 
me’ (John 6:53-57). 
 
Worship must be at the heart of all that we do. It should energise us, shape us, prepare us – 
to go from the church into the outside world, to enable us to live as faithful disciples of Jesus 
Christ among those with whom we share our lives. 
 
It was good to welcome eight children into the family of faith through the sacrament of holy 
baptism at St Mary’s during 2019; three adults from the two Bathwick parishes were also 
presented for confirmation; and three couples were married at St Mary’s in 2019. We pray 
for all those who received these various sacraments during the course of the year. 
 
Bicentenary Celebrations 
In February 2020 we began what we anticipated would be a year of celebrating the 
bicentenary of St Mary’s church, with a week of celebrations including a Mass on  
2nd February at which +Peter Bath & Wells was the principal celebrant and a number of 
current and former clergy of the church took part, followed by a service of Choral Evensong 
took place on 4th February (the actual date of the bicentenary) at which +Jonathan Ebbsfleet 
gave a memorable sermon, and commemorative mosaic depicting places from the parish and 
significant events over the past 200 years were created by the children of our church Primary 
School and unveiled at Education Sunday on 9th February. 
 
Covid-19 
Soon after the bicentenary celebrations, however, the government imposed the lockdown 
which meant an unprecedented cessation of all activities at St Mary’s – both of public 
worship and of other gatherings taking place in either the church or the hall. This was the 
first time in two centuries that the life of the church had been so affected. Together with  
St John’s church, a pattern of services were continued from mid-March until the lockdown 
was lifted in early July 2020, but these were restricted to myself and my camera, with 
services broadcast on Facebook, Zoom and YouTube for worshippers to take part. What a joy 
it was when public acts of worship re-started on 5 July! Although we are not yet “back to 
normal” as we have no singing at worship or fellowship afterwards, it has been wonderful to 
take these first steps back towards our usual pattern of activities. 
 
May I thank our churchwardens and all who stepped-up to the work of contacting all the 
members of our church family from time to time during these months of lockdown. 
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Building 
In order to have the church decorated and prepared for the bicentenary, much work has 
been done over the past few years – the whole of the interior of the church has been 
redecorated (this project ended with the redecoration of the porches and baptistery in 
2019) as well as the repairs made to the clock late in 2018. Huge thanks are due to Marcus 
Wedge who co-ordinated much of the correspondence with the various contractors involved 
(some of whom were expert and specialists in the field of fabric restoration) and to those 
especially from the RAG team who have raised tens of thousands of pounds over recent 
years to finance this work. Final touches completed during the 2020 lockdown include the 
restoration of the war memorial. 
 
Throughout 2019, both the church and the hall were used for a variety of community and 
cultural events and for a range of concerts, as well as private hires (mainly children’s parties) 
throughout the year. In particular, we held a large number of events during December, 
some of which had been displaced from Bath Abbey due to its ongoing programme of 
Footprints redevelopment. 
 
Organ restoration 
Over recent years, it has become increasingly apparent that a major restoration of the Willis 
organ at St Mary’s is required. The hard work of Gary Desmond and others, and the 
generosity of members of the congregation, had resulted in the growth of the organ 
restoration fund during 2019 to £31,648 at the year-end. Quotations for restoration  
(to include the cost of upgrading the wind system, re-leathering the instrument, repairs as 
required to key actions and stop actions, some tonal revisions, and a general clean of the 
instrument) amount to over £300,000. I am delighted to report that a single donor, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, has donated a further £93,750 during the first half of 2020 
which, with the addition of other donations and gift aid received in 2020, means that the 
fund now stands at  £127,813. 
 
Children’s Work 
Our Junior Church (Sunday School) continued throughout 2019, although numbers were 
smaller than in previous years – thanks to all who help to lead this week by week. Once 
again we welcomed large numbers of children and young families to the crib and Christingle 
service on Christmas Eve. 
 
We have continued to work closely with St Mary’s School which I visit regularly for 
assemblies and informal pastoral contact, and where several members of our congregation 
serve as school governors. Sally Lewis (one of our Foundation (Church-nominated) 
Governors) stood down as Joint Chair of Governors during 2019; Lucy Spedo-Mirandola 
(another Foundation Governor) continues as Joint Chair alongside Matt Cochrane. Once 
again may I thank them and all our other Foundation Governors for their commitment to the 
flourishing of the school. 
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Social 
We enjoyed a series of parish lunches and events throughout 2019 as well as a variety of 
other events, some of which were organised to support the ongoing RAG and organ appeals. 
In addition, Clare and I hosted our annual New Year’s ‘Open House’ at The Rectory;  
we enjoyed both Summer and Harvest fetes, and many musical events involving performers 
from the church and the wider community. 
 
Charitable 
St Mary’s continues to generously support our link parish of St James’, Buchi, Zambia, as well 
as a wide range of local, national and international charities through our weekly alms 
collections. Several members of our congregation are involved in various local charities under 
the auspices of Genesis – including the Soup Run (our kitchen continues to be used every 
Saturday), the Food Bank and Street Pastors. These initiatives continue to be excellent 
expressions of Christian love in action and an enjoyable and fulfilling activity for the many 
volunteers. We have continued to support Fairtrade through the fortnightly stall throughout 
2019, and have continued our fortnightly Lunch Club for people across both of the Bathwick 
parishes, based at St John’s. Many thanks to all who take place in all these activities. 
 
Ecumenical 
We have continued to work with other churches in the area, in particular through Bath 
Christian Action Network. The Orthodox parish of St John of Kronstadt have now settled into 
regular worship and use of St John’s church, and members of our two Bathwick parishes have 
attended a number of joint events (worship and fellowship) with the Orthodox. Although we 
didn’t meet for formal joint worship with the clergy and people of St John’s RC Church,  
South Parade in 2019 (we had met with them for regular worship, using the Stations of the 
Cross, during Lent in previous years), it is hoped that this can be revived. 
 
Final Word 
Finally, may I commend to your prayers all those from our congregation who died in 2019 or 
for whom funeral or memorial services took place in St Mary’s: Peter Brown, Fr Tom Gibson, 
Doris Hunt, Dudley Roessler, David Sims and Audrey Tinsley. We continue to pray for those 
who mourn their passing. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
May God continue to bless this place and all that we seek to do in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Revd Peter Edwards 
Rector of Bathwick 

August 2020 
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HON SECRETARY’S REPORT YEAR 2018-2019 
 
The aim of the following report is to provide certain formal information as well as noting significant 
PCC decisions not otherwise covered in the separate Committee and other Church group reports.  
The Secretary apologies for any overlaps or omissions that may have occurred. 
The Standing Committee comprises the Chairman, the two Church Wardens, Vice Chairman, the Hon 
Secretary and the Treasurer. 
There were 134 members on the Electoral Roll as reported at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
on 7th April 2019.  In addition, we have a number of regular attendees who are not on the Roll. 
There have been 9 PCC Meetings this year, including one joint meeting with St John’s PCC.  The 
Attendance by Members is good.  
The First PCC Meeting followed immediately the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on the 7th April 
2019.  Fr. Peter welcomed Roy Hatch, Carla Maddocks (and Julie Brown in her absence) as new 
members. The officers were elected; Hon. Treasurer Nick Lennard, Hon. Secretary Marilyn Kirby, Vice 
Chairman John Porteous, and Electoral Roll Officer Andy Parker. The Meeting then elected the 
Standing Committee comprising Fr. Peter Edwards, the Vice Chairman of the PCC (John Porteous), the 
Churchwardens (Nicola Parker and Jan Howard), the Secretary (Marilyn Kirby) and the Treasurer (Nick 
Lennard).  
There were no co-options to the PCC.  The Parish Return was submitted to the Diocese in April 2019. 
The Second PCC Meeting was held on 30th April 2019. The meeting approved the following 
committees, chairs and membership (which included people not on the PCC).  
Fabric and Development: Chair Nicky Parker, Jan Howard, Nick Lennard, Andy Parker, John Porteous, 
Carole Stickney and Marcus Wedge 
Finance and Stewardship: Chair Nicky Parker, Jan Howard, Stephen Howard, Nick Lennard, John 

Porteous, and Marcus Wedge 

Social: Chair Nicky Parker, Julia Brownbridge, Carole Stickney; also, Sarah Davies, Jenny Jones, and 

Gerry Jones.  

Children’s Church and Young People: Chair Nicky Parker, Julie Brown; also Clare Goodhart and Dan 

Hubbard.  

Christian Outreach Group (COG): Chair Joanna Hunt, Julie Brown, Helen Moss, Thelma Paterson-Fox; 

also Clare Edwards 

St Mary’s Restoration Action Group (RAG): Chair Andy Parker, Roy Hatch, Marilyn Kirby, Helen Lees, 

Nicky Parker; also Gary Desmond, John Lees, and Dawn Lennard 

2020 Working Group: Chair Fr. Peter Edwards, Helen Moss, Nicky Parker, Andy Parker, John Porteous 

and Carole Stickney; also Julia Brownbridge, Gary Desmond, Shelia Edwards and Molly Wedge. 

The Benefice Mission and Growth Group: Chair Fr. Peter, Fr. Antony, Julie Brown, Nicky Mathiason, 

Helen Moss, Nicky Parker; also Dilwen Miller and Dn. Angela Onions. 

it was reported that the Church Buildings Council have designated St Mary’s as a “Major Parish 

Church” (this is a new category of churches comprising over 350 of the largest and most significant of 

the 16,000 churches in England. The meeting considered that being awarded this status should assist 

us when making grant applications. 

The Third PCC Meeting was held on 18th June 2019.   The meeting considered a paper by Chris Wright 

regarding the future of the Smallcombe Mortuary Chapel, proposing that the community purchase 

the chapel from Dr Simon Lenton and if successful find a suitable community use for the building, the 

PCC agreed to support this proposal. Fr. Peter informed the meeting that Mrs Kerry Hughes had 
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accepted the position of Parish Administrator and would be starting at the end of June. The meeting 

agreed to the repainting of the front of the gallery (which was last done in 1964). Marcus Wedge was 

appointed as Health and Safety Officer. 

The Fourth PCC Meeting was held on 11th September 2019. Much of the meeting concerned matters 
concerning the Bicentenary in 2020.  This included events such as Gala Concert and a Flower Festival as 
well as various publications.  The Meeting also agreed to commission an icon by Silvia Dimitrova depicting 
the Madonna and Christ Child and incorporating scenes from the parish. Marcus Wedge reported that Mr 
Chedburn (church architect) had carried out his Quinquennial inspection on 1st August and that while he 
had noted a number of items of minor concern he did not identify anything of major significance and that 
overall he was very impressed by the way we keep up with repairs.  (Note the full report was received in 
January 2020) 
The Fifth PCC Meeting was held on 12th November 2019. The Treasurer presented the Draft Budget for 
2020.  Nick Lennard reported that the budgeted deficit for 2020 is £12,000, factors that contributed to 
this include reduced fees from hall hire (although this is partly offset by an increase in church hire fees 
due mainly to Bath Abbey currently being unavailable). In addition, there had been a significant reduction 
in voluntary income following the death of three members of the congregation, who were able to 
support the church very generously. Following discussion, the meeting resolved to request the Finance 
Committee to review the Draft Budget at their next meeting and produce a final Budget for 2020 taking 
into consideration the various points raised.  The Alms Giving List for 2020 was also accepted.  (Note the 
final Budget was presented to the PCC at the February Meeting) 
The meeting also discussed issues relating to the Bathwick Parishes website. 
A Joint Meeting of St Mary’s and St John’s PCC was held on the 7th January 2020 at Bathwick School and 
was preceded, as in previous years with a Eucharist. The meeting began with the Headmaster Kevin 
Purkiss welcoming members to the school and giving members a preview of a section from the three 
mosaic panels commissioned for the Bicentenary in which all the children have been involved with 
making.  The Meeting included reports from the churchwardens of St Mary’s and St John’s (given by Nicky 
Parker and Dilwen Miller respectively, with that for St. John’s being read by Fr. Peter in their absence). 
Both thanked all those who have supported the running of the respective churches.  The parochial fees 
and Church and Hall Hire charges for both St. Mary’s were also accepted. 
The second half of the meeting was devoted to a discussion on Mission and Evangelism lead by Fr. Chris 
Kinch. This raised a number of important issues which will be considered by the new PCC, following the 
APCM. 
The Seventh PCC Meeting was held on the 19th February 2020. In Fr. Peter’s absence the meeting was 
chaired by John Porteous (Vice-Chairman of the PCC). At this meeting PCC resolved to accept the Revised 
Budget proposed by the Finance Committee. In view of a potential deficit of £7,375 the meeting 
recommended that robust efforts be made to increase the level of Planned Giving made by members of 
the congregation.   Other matters discussed included the Quinquennial Report and on-going plans for the 
Bicentenary.   Celebrations began on 2nd February 2020 when +Peter Bath and Wells celebrated and 
preached at the 10:30 Eucharist.  This service was followed by a reception.  A special service of Evensong 
was held on 4th February (actual date of the anniversary) when +Jonathan of Ebbsfleet preached. On 7th 
February a Requiem was held for all those associated with the past 200 years at St. Mary’s. 
.The meeting planned for 1st April was cancelled due to the Covid 19 pandemic and the following APCM 
postponed to 11th October 2020. 
The Eighth PCC Meeting was held on the 29th July 2020. This was the first meeting following the Covid 19 
lockdown.  The main item discussed was the effect that the pandemic has had on church finances (a loss 
of approximately £3000/month due to little or no hall or church hire, very little income from carparking 
and also a significant reduction in PCC fees.  Another area that was considered was, which of the planned  



Page 10 

 

 

events for the bicentenary celebrations could be re-scheduled for 2021.  
At the time of writing this report the final meeting before the postponed APCM was still to take place 
(9th September 2020).  At this meeting the Accounts and Annual Reports will be presented in preparation 
for the Annual Meeting.  

 Marilyn Kirby 
Hon PCC Secretary 

 
 
CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 
  
 

During 2019 we have continued to work on the fabric of the building in preparation for our bi-centenary. 
The front panels of the gallery have been painted as they were beginning to look rather shabby in 
contrast to the rest of the church. However, the biggest project has been the restoration of the 
Baptistery. The walls have been painted, the Edwardian posters brought back to their former glory and 
the mural on the wall at the entrance to the baptistery has been cleaned. We were fortunate to receive a 
grant of £3,000 from the St. Andrew’s Conservation Trust for this work. A further donation of £1,000 was 
used for a  makeover of the office; fresh paint, new carpet and a colour photocopier. 
The regular maintenance and repair of the building has continued. Leaks on the south and north side 
gallery roofs have been dealt with and the paving outside the hall has been repaired. The Quinquennial 
Inspection took place in August and although we did not receive the report until January 2020 we were 
pleased to discover that no major work has been highlighted.  
In May we were inspected by the Ecclesiastical Insurance Company. Their report was very instructive and 
reassuring and only requires us to tweak a few policy areas.  
Last year we reported that the PCC had agreed to sell the 16th Century Coverdale Bible. The necessary 
faculty was finally obtained and a sale was negotiated, by  Bernard Quaritch Ltd, Antiquarian Booksellers, 
with a private buyer for £10,500 (after commission). 
There have been no further additions to the inventory this year and the terrier remains unchanged. 
During the ‘lockdown’ measures against the Coronavirus pandemic the church office was broken into. 
Fortunately nothing was taken and the perpetrator was apprehended by the police and charged.  
All damage to the outside doors and the glass panels was repaired promptly.  
We would like, once again, to record thanks to Marcus Wedge for his enthusiasm and all that he does to 
maintain the fabric of the Church and the hall complex. Also, we are most grateful to Jenny and Gerry 
Jones and Dawn Lennard for their hard work, maintaining the garden; to Molly Wedge, Sarah Davies and 
Helen Lees, the dedicated sacristy team, for their unsung work behind the scenes; to Carole Stickney and 
her flower ladies and to the Friday cleaning squad, all of  whom make sure that St. Mary’s is such an 
attractive place to come and worship on a Sunday morning.  

Nicola Parker & Jan Howard 
 
LOCKDOWN 
 

During the lockdown the church did not received any income from parking, church hire and hall hire.  
Most expenses continued and so the loss for the Unrestricted Funds for the six months ended  
30 June 2020 was £18,800 

Nick Lennard 
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READERS 
 

Hello from your Licenced Readers: Marilyn Kirby, Thomas Bunn (emeritus), Marcus Wedge and 
myself. As I believe I said last year we continue to enjoy the very great privilege of supporting 
our rector in his demanding role and serving the church in our various ways not all of which are 
related to the Readership as such. We thank Fr Peter for supporting us in return in our 
respective ministries. 
 

So much is done by so many people to make St Mary’s and St John’s the very special places they 
are, and so no special credit is claimed.  Having said that your Readers are always available to 
lend an ear where required. 

 Stephen Howard 
 

BABY AND TODDLER GROUP 
 

The Bathwick Baby & Toddler Group meets twice weekly in the Church Hall for 2 hours on both 
Wednesday and Friday mornings, including the school holidays. Sessions include indoor play, 
seasonal crafts, outdoor activities (weather permitting) and circle songs at the end of each 
session. Fresh fruit and snacks are served for the children during the morning and coffee and tea 
are available for parents, grandparents and carers. 
The group continues to thrive on both days and has had another successful and happy year, 
welcoming many new families from the local and wider community. Annual events include the 
popular summer garden party, Christmas parties and regular cake sales. These events were very 
well-supported again this year and enabled the group to raise over £350 for children’s charities 
including Children in Need, Comic Relief and Ted’s Big Day Out, all causes close to our hearts. 
The sessions and events are set up and run on a rota basis by volunteers, guided by an informal 
committee chaired by Fr. Peter Edwards and Helen Moss. Nicky Parker, Jo Hunt and Helen Moss 
all generously lend their time to lead the kitchen and singing activities at the sessions. 
We are looking forward to welcoming more new families this year, and with Spring approaching 
the opportunity to enjoy playing in the lovely Church garden! 

 

Sarah Hamblin 
 
JUNIOR CHURCH  
 

The Junior Church continues to meet during the 10.30 Sunday service.  Numbers have declined 
slightly, with about 20 children attending fairly regularly, but averaging only 6 or 7 per week. 
However, it is always very rewarding talking to our young people about their faith and their 
understanding of God. Many thanks to Dan Hubbard for his continued commitment over the 
year. Unfortunately, Liz Jones felt unable to carry on with Junior Church, but Clare Goodhart has 
joined the team, so thank you to both of them for their enthusiasm. 
 
We continued with Messy Church at the beginning of the year, but the last two sessions in July 
and September, were so poorly attended that I decided we needed to rethink the idea. It is very 
difficult to organise both the activities and the catering when you have no idea who is coming! 
Many thanks to Molly Wedge and Jo Hunt for their help and support over the past year. 
 

Nicola Parker 
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BATHWICK BENEFICE LUNCH CLUB 
 
Th It’s been a bit of an up and down year. We have had to cancel a few meetings due to 
elections, and a few through illness. Numbers dropped slightly as several members suffered 
ill health, but it was important to provide lunch for those who were able to come. We 
reconvened at the end of February. In March we welcomed two new members, and this has 
brought our numbers back to where we would like to be. Unfortunately, Lunch Club like all 
church events has been suspended for the duration of the church closure but we are looking 
forward to starting them again as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 

Dilwen and Maurice Miller 
 
SOCIAL  
 

 The past year has followed the usual pattern of social events. We had a couple of bring & 
share lunches, one in February and one for our Patronal Festival in September, both very 
enjoyable occasions. In July a group of organists came to play at St Mary’s and Jenny and 
Gerry Jones kindly organised tea and cake for them before they travelled across the river  
to the Abbey. The Harvest Supper was another lovely evening. A speaker from Life Project,  
a charity that supports young adults with learning difficulties, came to tell us about their 
work in the city and the profits from the supper went to them.  
Lastly, at Christmas we celebrated with our usual mulled wine and mince pies after the  
Nine Lessons and Carols Service – guaranteed to put everyone into the festive spirit. 
Many thanks to all members of the Social Committee and to everyone else who lends  
a hand. If you have any suggestions for social events, or if you would like to join the  
Social Committee, please talk to me – we are always open to new ideas. 
 

Nicola Parker 
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 The Restricted Funds  

These balances carried forward represent the money received for specific purposes  

and not yet spent. 

 . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alms are collections received but not yet paid over or in the case of the soup-run carried forward 
against future requirements.  
 
 

Restoration Fund monies are the accumulation of fund-raising efforts less monies expended.  
In 2019 income was £41,415, which included £27,000 from legacies,  £3,786 from Fetes &  Harvest Fair     
£2,000 from extra car park receipts,  and the balance from regular giving and the proceeds of 
Marilyn’s travel lectures. 
Emergency Fund has collections which are accumulated and disbursed to specific appeals  
e.g. a natural disaster. 
The Flower Fund donations of £195 were insufficient to cover costs of £481 so the deficit of £286 
had to come out of general funds. 
The Pastoral Fund is at the disposal of the Rector. There were  collections of £122 and £657 was used 
Zambia - £638 alms collected for our link parish and the seminary. The balance of £2,369 will be 
shared between St James Buchi and the seminary. 
 
The Unrestricted Funds Budget for 2020 
Income: We are budgeting for £99,900. (2019 £109,836 ) 
Expenditure: We are budgeting for a total of £110,275  (2019: £108,797). The main item which is 
difficult to budget is church maintenance.  We have allocated a round sum £15,000   

 
We have agreed that it is prudent to maintain reserves of around 6 months of budgeted expenditure 
which amounts to around £55,000 
The budgeted deficit of £10,375 for 2020 will reduce the reserves to £63,464 
 

Debtors 

Debtors include a Gift Aid Tax receipt received in January 2020. 

Nick Lennard 

Alms          5,166  

Liturgical Display             859  

Restoration Appeal        36,611  

Emergency             796  

Pastoral          1,071  

Zambia          2,369  

  

 
       46,871  
 

  

Music Endowment        10,000  

Organ Restoration        31,648  
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 TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Finance Committee met to receive reports on the financial situation of the church, to agree the 

following year’s budget and to discuss and resolve any financial issues. 

 

Unrestricted funds comprise the general operating expenses of the church and the other funds are for 

monies received and expended for certain specific purposes. In the summary accounts the Restricted 

Funds column contains six funds (Alms, Restoration, Emergency, Flowers, Pastoral and Zambia), 

The Organ fund accumulates funds for its restoration, and the Music Endowment fund contains money 

given specifically for music at the church. 

 

Assets 
The Total Net Assets as at 31 December 2019 were £162,358 (2018: £181,886). 
Of these £73,839 (2018: £64,261) is for unrestricted use by the church (i.e. for its general running costs) 
and the balance of £88,519 (2018: £117,625) is in restricted funds.  
 
Unrestricted Funds  

This fund records the income and expenditure of the church. The income from giving by the 

congregation including tax reclaimed on Gift Aid was £51,645 (2018: £63,200) which was an decrease of 

£11,555 compared to the previous year.   

 

Events and FairTrade  (£4,095), magazines (£965), hall hire (£7,252), church use (£9,900),  

parking (£19,936) and fees for weddings and funerals (£3,178).   We had a contribution of £2,000 

towards joint expenses from our sister church St. John’s.  

 

Trade - Income of £1,084 came from the sale of FairTrade products; costs were £1,185 making a deficit of 
£101; note that we have stock of £265. 

 

The church maintenance trust, (which is a separate fund which does not appear in our accounts) gave us 

£11,949,  £3,000 of which was allocated to Restoration Fund.  

 

Unrestricted Interest and Dividends received amounted to £917.  

 

Expenditure was £108,797 (2018: £113,463 ) of which the largest components were our quota to the 

Diocese (which goes to meet the cost of the clergy) of £49,959 (2018: £49,161) and maintenance of the 

building of £13,958 (2018: £21,625). Of this: £2,340 was for the notice board, £2,352 for pollarding the 

oak tree.   The balance of £9,266 was for smaller items of general maintenance of the church, hall and 

garden and security. 

£15,527 went on heat and lighting, cleaning and insurance. 

 

The net result was a surplus of £478 (2018: Surplus  £451).   

The Unrestricted Funds carried forward are £73,839 (2018: £64,261). 
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WALSINGHAM   

Last year’s pilgrimage to Walsingham was different from the start. After some years of 
dithering, we decided to try starting out on a Sunday to give ourselves an extra day to settle 
in. We also used another coach company – Berkeleys – for the first time.  
 
Twenty two of us therefore set out after services on 23rd June and enjoyed a good journey 
to Norfolk. We’d been boarded in four different houses (including “the College” for clergy) 
this time, but all were soon comfortably ensconced and ready to enjoy the usual excellent 
supper and look forward to a “good” pilgrimage. The Shrine – welcoming as ever – was 
slightly quieter than the previous year, when we were able to be part of the Assumptiontide 
celebrations, so we could make the most of our own services as well as the beautiful regular 
services of Healing and Concelebrated Mass. Good weather blessed our Stations of the Cross 
walk and the always uplifting candlelit Procession of Our Lady round the lovely gardens 
(even if my own candle did blow out!). 
 
Our afternoon outing took us down to the coast at Sheringham, where we watched the wild 
seas and enjoyed proper seaside fish and chips. We came back through the village of Holt, 
some of us in the coach, but the more adventurous in the lovely old steam train. Our 
homeward journey on 27th June, via the hospitality of St Mary’s Church, Higham Ferrers for 
lunch was comfortably uneventful. 
 
All in all, I think – I hope – it was indeed a “good” pilgrimage. I regret that it has been 
necessary to cancel the trip on Sunday 26th July 2020. 

Helen Lees 

SERVERS 
 

The team of servers continues to prosper. The various tasks are undertaken with great spirit 
and dedication and I am sure that we are all grateful to them for the care they bring to their 
roles, which as always are so important to our style of worship and to our devotions before 
God.  I am personally very grateful to the servers, all of whom show such flexibility and 
adaptability, especially when the set rota occasionally bites the dust for one reason or 
another.   I know that they all regard the performance of these tasks as a privilege and a joy. 
On behalf of the congregation I again offer our thanks to them all, especially to our young 
boat boys and girls who set such a fine example to us and to their fellows. 
To anyone who suspects that they may be able to offer service to the church in this way 
please do let me know.  The more people engaged in these roles the better it is in all sorts of 
ways.  Encouragement and training is given, and when starting as acolytes newcomers are 
paired with experienced servers so that all that is required initially is to copy and follow the 
directions of the partner, so there is very little opportunity to trip up unless your robe is the 
wrong size.  

Stephen Howard  
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SIDESPEOPLE 
 

We started the year 2019 - 2020 with 27 sidesmen and women on the list, but as Jan Howard was elected 

Church Warden and Liz Jones has been unable to attend church, we have only had 25.  The role of our 

sidespeople is crucial in welcoming newcomers and visitors as well as the regular members of the  

congregation and making sure everyone has what they need. They also take the collection each week and 

tidy up after the service. As always I appreciate everyone’s willingness to swap duties or stand in at  

a moment’s notice. Thank you. 
 

After many years Mrs Sheila Sims has decided to stand down, but we welcome Mr Ross Manaton onto 

the rota. If you feel that you would like to join the team, and you are on the Electoral Roll, then please 

talk to Jan Howard or myself. 
 

There are 25 Sidesmen and women for 2020- 2021: 

Mr. M. Allsop, Mrs. D. Allsop, Mrs J. Brownbridge, Mr. P. Chilvers, Dr. A. Crossland,  
Mrs. B. Crossland, Mr. R. Davies, Mrs. S. Davies, Mrs C. Goodhart,  Mr. R. Hatch,  
Mr. G. Jones, Mrs. J. Jones, Mr. J. Lees, Mrs. H. Lees, Mr. N. Lennard, Mrs. D. Lennard,  
Mrs B. Llewellyn, Mrs. C. Maddocks, Mr R. Manaton, Mr. K. Moss, Mrs. H. Moss,  
Mrs. T. Paterson-Fox,  Mrs. M. Stoneham, Mrs. J. Tanser and Ms C. Whyte 

 

Nicola Parker 

 
SACRISTY 
 

Another busy year and we are kept on our toes with all the liturgical changes of colours etc.!!!     
Pre Christmas ADVENT was exceptionally busy with so many carol services and  concerts. Thank you to 
our very loyal team - Helen, Sarah, and Jean  - our services each week would not happen without your 
help.  Also, so many thanks to our "holy dusters" who on  Friday mornings are so very faithful - Sheila, 
Marion, Jane and Jan.   To Neville and Judy Mason special thanks for keeping all the candles alight each 
week   - topping up oil and wax candles!! 
 
Also enormous thanks to Marcus who is so often called upon for the "heavy"  work.   And to Marilyn who 
is on standby and always willing to help in anyway. It is such a great privilege to serve our Lord in the 
Sacristy making sure our clergy  (who are very patient)!! are ready for each service. 
 

Molly Wedge 
 
MOTHERS’ UNION LINK 
 
 

The work of the Mothers’ Union (i.e. Christian care for families worldwide) continues throughout our 
nation in every Diocese – giving practical and prayerful help and guidance wherever it is needed. 
At home and overseas members give their time, talent and money to provide literacy and numeracy  
programmes, child contact centres and “Away from it All Holidays”, parenting and marriage guidance 
programmes and much more.   The highlight of 2019 was the election of our new World-Wide Presidents 
as well as new Diocesan Presidents. 
Locally helpful, happy meetings take place in various churches across the Deanery throughout the year. 
 

Sheila Sims 
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BATHWICK ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

It was wonderful to meet many of you at the recent Education Sunday and bicentenary of St. Mary’s 
Church.  Fr. Peter approached me a year ago and asked if school could participate in the bicentenary 
celebrations and mark this occasion.  Many children entered a school wide competition creating a 
picture or painting of key events in the last two hundred years of our Church, School and City history.  
The three stunning mosaics were designed by the children and each child in the school had the 
opportunity to create a part of one.  Throughout the mosaic are our school’s six core Christian values 
of: Love, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Respect, Fairness and Joyfulness. 
 

The first panel shows Pulteney Bridge which was completed in 1774, Great Pulteney Street, the 
Kennet and Avon Canal and the famous bridge over the canal.  Abigail in Year 4 designed the Pulteney 
Bridge picture and Scout in Year 4 the beautiful swan. The first panel also shows two children 
representing the opening of the Victoria Infants School in 1839.  
The central panel has a beautiful design of St. Mary’s Church showing the 1820 and 2020 dates.  The 
panel also shows the Jubilee Oak in Sydney Gardens which was planted in 1897 to commemorate 
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee.  Also shown is the Great Western Railway in 1841 and several poppies 
representing the Second World War.  The children chose our School’s Christian Value of ‘Forgive’ to 
surround these poppies.   
 

The final panel shows two joyful children, designed by Isobel in Year 5.  She drew these children to 
represent our school which was built in 1986.  Children also chose things important to them all 
around the building including cricket and sports, art materials, a pen and musical notes.  
Sophie in Year 2 was the overall winner of the competition. On Education Sunday she confidently 
spoke to all the congregation with these words, ‘I am very proud to present these mosaics as a gift to 
our church and school marking the bicentenary of St. Mary’s Church.’  We hope you will enjoy these 
mosaics as much as our children enjoyed making them.  After some time has passed, we will install 
them on the outside of our school building for all our community to enjoy.   
 

Over the course of 2019 we have welcomed new staff and bid farewell to others.  Our deputy, Mrs. 
Rigby gave birth to her first child, Lola, and we welcomed Mrs. Walker to the teaching team in Year 2.   
We also welcomed several new teaching assistants to our team: Mrs. Messer, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Alford, 
Mrs. Begg, Mr. Rogers and Miss. Whittle.  In addition, we welcomed Miss. Olivey and Mr. Culf as 
Wraparound Care leaders.  The opening of Wraparound Care (where childcare is available before 
school from 7.30 a.m. and after school until 5.30 p.m.) has been a wonderful service to offer our 
families.   
 

We continue to enjoy many special events and opportunities designed to enrich our children’s 
education, including the Year Three and Four theatrical production, the Year Six production of ‘Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ held at the KES Theatre, a whole junior trip to see the 
theatrical production of ‘The Lion King’, visits to the Bath Literature Festival, International Week, 
Storytelling week, World Book Day, Safer Internet Day, three residential trips, as well as many other 
events.   
 

Thank you to our Church community for your prayers and support of our school.  You are most 
welcome to attend special school events – please do contact the school or browse our website for 
further details.  Thank you to our wonderful staff and Governor team who dedicate themselves to 
ensuring each child can reach their highest potential and seek to ‘be the very best they can be’.   
 

Kevin Purkiss, Headteacher 
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GREEN REPORT 
 

 
 
 The Conversion factor for grid electricity from kWh to CO2 is now 0.35 as PV and wind 
farms have reduced the output required from power stations. This conversion is now 
being used for 19/20. 
There is at least one utility that is offering clean electricity and ‘clean’ gas which is 
generated as methane from sources such as sewage collection plants and which 
traditionally was otherwise released directly into the atmosphere. Release of methane has 
substantially greater detrimental effect on the climate than CO2. 
 
The proportion of CO2 from gas consumption in 2019/20 is 66.5%. Moving to a utility that 
offers ‘clean’ gas as well as electricity would therefore have a positive influence in 
reducing the church annual CO2 emissions  
 

Keith Moss 

 

Energy Audit 
year 

CO2 Footprint 
in tonnes 

Gas in kWh’s Electricity in 
kWh’s 

    

2017/18 35.5 159,754 14,558 

2018/19 33.2 144,156 16,288 

2019/20 33.2 151,117 12,754 
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BELL RINGERS 
 

Ringing at St Mary's continues with practices on Wednesday evenings and ringing for Sunday 
morning service. While we continue to attempt quarter peals most Sunday mornings, we have 
switched to general ringing once a month to allow our less experienced ringers to join us for 
service ringing. 
 
Our learners continue to progress, with all now attending the main practice now that they are 
past the one-to-one tuition stage, and some looking to book places on this year's Hereford 
Ringing Course to accelerate their progress. 
 
In celebration of the 200th anniversary of the church, on 1st February, ten ringers rang a full 
peal at three hours in length - a considerable achievement. This was followed by  
special ringing for visits by the Bishop of Bath and Wells and the Bishop of Ebbsfleet on  
2nd and 4th February, respectively. 
 
As always, if anyone reading this would like to see what we do, have a go, or (better still!)  
consider joining the band and learning to ring, they will be made most  welcome.  Just get in 
touch with our tower correspondent  :- 
          Molly Waterson (07790-230767,    molly_waterson@hotmail.com)  
 

Matthew Skues 
Tower Master 

 
 

CHURCH GARDENS 
 
There have been changes to the gardening team this year as, quite rightly, Gerry had decided the time 
had come to hang up his gardening boots; as he did so Dawn Lennard offered her considerable 
gardening skills to help - we were both delighted. She even rescued plants from a friend who 
was proposing to throw many perennials away – how fortunate was that! 
 
So how are two lady gardeners coping? We look after the borders and the beds whist any 
heavy work is done by our resident grass cutter, a system that works very well. We look after 
ourselves too, as we nearly always make time to admire our handiwork by sitting for a few 
minutes with a cup of coffee to revive us before doing a little more work. 
 
The weather proved to be much more ‘Garden Friendly’ throughout last season so  
consequently the perennial plants were much happier, and as more were added, thanks to 
Dawn, the number of bedding plants required was reduced. 
 
As many of you will have noticed the “Leaning Tree” had to have major surgery as age  
(well over 100 years) was fast taking its toll. A new bed has been made around it for added 
protection, so we are hoping this has been successful but, as I write, it is too early in the year 
to tell.  
 
One of the victims of the very hot summer of 2018 was the little tree in the tiny bed near the 
herbaceous border. The decision was made to cut it right down in the hope that it will ‘shrub’ 
and, at the moment, this looks as though this is happening so we watch the little tree/ bush 
with interest. 
 
We are now looking forward to the coming season with the hope that the garden continues  
to flourish.  
 

Jenny & Gerry Jones 
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MUSIC 
 

It is good to be able to record that the past twelve months have seen much activity on the music front 
and the reputation of the building as a performance venue continues to grow. 
 
The highlights of the year have included the annual ‘Come and Sing’ event on Good Friday when we 
performed the Fauré Requiem, our choir being joined by a good number of ‘visiting’ voices and my 
thanks go, once again, to Anthony Crossland for conducting the performance. A personal highlight for 
me was a visit to the Musical Instrument Museum in Berlin to see and play the John Gray organ, built 
between c1815-1820, and installed in St Mary’s for its consecration in 1820. The instrument has been 
carefully and sympathetically restored by the German firm of Walcker-Mayer and sits resplendently  
in a gallery at one end of the museum.  
 
Another most enjoyable and uplifting carol service completed 2019 and, early in 2020, we held two 
major services to mark the opening of our year of celebrations for the bi-centenary of the consecration 
of St Mary’s. 
 
We had another successful series of lunchtime concerts between May and November with all proceeds 
going to the Organ Restoration Fund and I am very grateful to all the performers for giving of their time 
and talents in aid of this appeal. In October we welcomed the Organist Emeritus of Bath Abbey,  
Dr Peter King, who gave a spectacular organ recital – complete with interesting anecdotes of the  
composers and the music, with a soupçon of the inimitable PK wit - to mark the official ‘launch’ of the 
Organ Restoration Fund. 
 
Most recently, we held a Coffee and Cake morning on 7th March 2020 with a Musical Miscellany Concert  
performed by the choir when we were able to enjoy instrumental talents as well as their collective  
vocal one. The event produced proceeds of just over £1,000 for our Choral Bursary Fund. We are  
particularly grateful to the Run By Singers organization who most generously offered to match fund 
whatever we raised. Thanks indeed go to Sara Foster for this contact and for her masterminding of  
the baking!!! 
 
In addition to all this musical activity, we have been delighted to welcome three new student choral 
scholars into the choir: Inês Pinto (soprano), Hamish Hutson-Hill and Ben Little (tenors) and a new  
recruit to the alto section – Maggie Blackshaw, who has recently moved to Bath. All have settled in  
extremely well and it means that, numerically, we are now fifteen. 
 
Of course, all this does not happen without a lot of commitment and dedication and I cannot thank 
enough the ladies and gentlemen of the choir. They are hard-working, long-suffering and a pleasure  
to work with.           

                                                                                                                                                          Gary Desmond  
 

CAR PARKING 
 

Another year in the Car Park have has seen a large number of visitors parking with us and helping to 
raise funds to assist in maintaining St Marys. The Christmas although creating for the Car Park Team 
extra time was a great addition to our income. Our Car Park now is a significant part of the income to 
help us pay our regular bills  

Marcus Wedge 
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The Lay Dean “re-announced” the intention of the Church of England to be carbon neutral by 2030.  
He also asked that if we had anyone in our midst who would like to become a member of General 
Synod we should let him know as soon as possible after our ACPM, whose approval (of the 
candidate) is required.  The election will be contested and there may be hustings.  The election is in 
June and the electorate is the present Deanery Synod even though the next Deanery Synod (of new 
representatives) takes office on the 1st July (but does not meet until October). 
 
An earlier proposal to limit terms of office to Deanery Synod to six years was turned down (for the 
moment anyway) by General Synod.  At our next PCC meeting we should consider whether to make 
“new blood” compulsory, and communicate that view. 
 
We have been asked to make a contribution of £80 to the running costs of the Deanery, and £200 
towards the Bath College Chaplain (see above). 
 
And lastly, there is a new diocesan appointment of Emma to support and advise parishes on building 

projects. 
 

Stephen Howard 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

It is a legal requirement, under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 
(duty to have due regard to House of Bishops' guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable 
adults), that the PCC should appoint a relevant person who has due regard to guidance issued by the 
House of Bishops on matters relating to the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults. The PCC 
of St Mary’s has complied with this by appointing me as the Safeguarding Officer. 
It is recommended that all PCC members, Sidespeople, Servers, Choir, Bellringers and Leaders and 
helpers at church activities should complete C0 (basic safeguarding awareness) training.  
 
Training opportunities can be found on the Bath and Wells Diocesan website. 
 
As Safeguarding officer I would like to remind you that our parish safeguarding policy is always 
available for you to read and if anyone ever has any concerns involving our young and/or vulnerable 
people please talk to me as soon as possible. 
 

Nicola Parker 
 
GENERAL DATA PRIVACY REGULATIONS MAY 2018 
 

The PCC’s General Privacy Notice and the Electoral Roll Privacy Notice are both published on the 
church’s website and/or are available on request 
 

Revd Peter Edwards 
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 
 

The Benefice Deanery Synod representatives are Nicky Parker, Thomas Bunn, Robin Davies, John 
Porteous and myself.  We always receive a warm welcome (and tea and biscuits) from our hosts,  
and it remains a source of interest and pleasure to observe the different (from us) worship styles at 
close quarters as we travel around the Deanery for the synods. The Area Dean The Revd Matthew 
Frankum  remains in charge as does Jeremy Key-Pugh as Lay Dean. All these Deanery Synods  
(a mixture of clergy and lay people) are focused around discipleship (the Deanery strap-line continues 
to be    “Everyone a disciple. Everyone a disciple-maker”).  
 
This year we have visited three parishes (where the Deanery sessions are held);  St Michaels Twerton in 
June, St Matthews Widcombe in November 2019, and All Saints  Weston in February 2020. 
St Michaels Twerton is a very different parish from ours as are the needs of the parishioners.  This was 
reflected in the nature of the presentations:  National Parenting Initiative, dealing with debt problems, 
domestic abuse and mental health issues, often caused by family breakdown;  The Life Project, 
supporting families, adults and children with learning difficulties of whose there are 4,900 people in 
Bath (support for this project is always welcome and if you are interested visit Sue Snell on 
s.snell@lifeprojectbath.org.uk; Christians Against Poverty, combating debt problems (for more 
information visit shawnswinney.capuk.org ).  St Michaels’ resolution is to engage with the world of 
Twerton and to look for opportunities to tell the story of Jesus.  All these people are lovely, and moved 
by the Spirit. 
 
St Matthews  Widcombe which seems to be undergoing something of a revival under the Rev’d Tim 
Buckley with the addition of a 5pm Sunday Service popular with younger people including a lot of 
students.  Lots of guitars and waving I believe.  I’m being descriptive rather than judgemental.  
However, by it’s very nature this is a rolling congregation.  They plan to pend about a million pounds on 
renovations, yet to be raised, and no indication given as to how that is to be done but the Vicar did 
seem almost disconcertingly confident. 
 
There were four talks, three of  which were to do with church planting, and the fourth from an 
interesting young man called Eden Hunter:  aged 24 (or at least he was then) the Chaplain to Bath City 
College, part-time with other employment at St Luke’s, and youth work.  Responsible for non-academic 
well-being of students, including mental health, social issues including drugs, and spiritual health.   
For Bath City College he is the interface between secularism and faith, such an important role. 
 
Also at this meeting we received advance notice of a forthcoming program of Archdeacon’s inspections 
of all the churches in our diocese.  What I did not expect is to learn at the meeting on the 24th February, 
that St. Mary’s would be at the front of the queue and was handed a longish form setting out the 
various questions that we would be required to answer covering everything from chattels, registers and 
the state of altar cloths, to health and safety and safeguarding. 
 
The administration of this process is delegated to the Deanery and Fr Peter. The inspection has been 
postponed because of Covid-19.  Having looked through the papers, in my judgement we are in pretty 
good shape but a considerable amount of work will need to be done by the Rector and Churchwardens, 
no doubt supported by others. 
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HALL AND CHURCH HIRE 
 

During the summer of 2019 Alliance Francaise informed us they would no longer be having their 
meetings at St Mary’s hall on a Tuesday morning due to deciding to continue their booking at another 
venue. 
Friends Survey of Old Bath (FSOB) have recently folded due to not having enough members so will no 
longer be making hall bookings. 
 
We have continued to maintain our other regular bookings with the U3A art group, WI, HBRG, Pilates, 
Railway Society, and Camerata. The Church hall is in use on many weekday evenings. It continues to 
be difficult making bookings for new regular bookings/groups due to some groups meeting once a 
month such as the 2nd Monday in the month, 1st Wednesday in the month etc. Also, with some groups 
only meeting certain times of the year such as the art group. 
 
The hall continues to be under-used during the week on Monday afternoons, all day Tuesday, all day 
Thursday and a Friday afternoon. Since introducing the new day-time discounted rate for regular 
bookings we haven’t seemed to encourage new groups. Pilates are the only group which have the 
discounted rate for having the booking on a Wednesday lunch time for an hour and a half. 
 
The hall continues to be used for occasional bookings for community events such as local residents 
groups and various other gatherings such as The Cleveland Pools Trust meetings, Bath Croquet quiz 
evening, music rehearsals etc. The hall has also been used as a polling station for election days.  
 
Children’s birthday parties remain popular particularly during the weekend and a lot of the bookings 
being taken from children at Bathwick St Mary’s School and also from our toddler group who have 
the discounted rate. 
 
In 2019 we had many church bookings for various different music groups and enjoyed concerts as 
well as charity concerts from The Handful (3), MozartFest, Jane Lilley Singers, Melody Makers, Bath 
University Choral & Orchestral Society (CHaOS)(2), Bath Choral Society(2), Noctis Choir (2), Camerata
(2), Dr Peter King(2), Lucis Choir, Mendip Male Voice Choir, Tarnhelm Opera and Bath City Singers. 
 
An increased interest in St Mary’s continued through 2019 for large events while the Abbey continue 
with their refurbishment work. During the end of November and during December the church was 
used for many carol services for schools, universities and other organisations. We have already began 
making bookings for carol services for 2020 many booking for the next year in advance. 
St Mary’s continues to be proving to be a wonderful venue for events such as concerts and carol  
services with its beautiful architecture, surroundings and acoustics as well as its strong musical  
heritage.  
 
We are now planning  a number of musical events for our 200th anniversary.  
 

Kerry Hughes 
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ST MARY’S RESTORATION ACTION GROUP (RAG) 
 

RAG organised a number of successful events during the year starting with the Unwanted Christmas 
Gift Stall in January and ending with one of my travel lectures exploring the Kakadu National Park in 
the north of Australia.  The popular travel lectures continue to draw in people from outside the 
congregation and have been well supported, raising to date nearly £12,000! Plans for this year 
include another of our popular sell out “Taste of New Zealand” wine and cheese evening  
(31st October), when Nick Lennard will be introducing a range of Kiwi  wines while I’ll show a 
selection of wildlife and other photographs of that beautiful country. There were also a series of 
fund-raising concerts (see under Music report); some under the Banner of RAG and others directly 
for the Organ Fund.  
RAG also ran the annual Summer Fete, as well as a Harvest Fayre in October.   
This focussed on stalls selling anything home or handmade and ranged from some beautiful wood 
turned “treen” by Andy Parker to soft toys, not forgetting cakes and a lot else besides!   
As will be seen from the accounts RAG raised an amazing  £41,.000 (included legacies)   
So, a BIG THANK YOU to everyone one who helped in any way and that includes all of you who 
supported these events and especially those who brought along friends and neighbours.    
 

Future fund raising will focus mainly on the Restoration of the Organ. We are clearly going to need 
some serious fund raising over the next few years if we are to raise the money for the Organ 
Restoration.  So PLEASE speak to me or Andy Parker if you can offer help in anyway.  New members  
of RAG would be especially welcome as would ideas for events. 
 
The Restoration Fund was used to pay for the following major items :- 
 
 £27,000  Front porch repair and redecoration 
 £17,000  Baptistery murals and lighting 
 £16,000  Balcony redecoration 
 £  9,000  Church clock restoration 
    

                                                                                             Marilyn Kirby 
                                    Secretary RAG 
 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

World Day of Prayer has come a long way.   What started as separate days of prayer organized by 
individual denominations in America in the mid 1800’s has become a truly international and 
ecumenical world day of prayer.  WDP begins when the sun rises over Samoa and the first service 
was held.  A great wave of prayer then encircles the earth until the last service is held as the sun sets 
over American Samoa.  An estimated six million plus, men, women and young people will have 
prayed at services (which take about an hour) held in over 170 countries and islands.   In the British 
Isles alone over 6,000 services were held.   The 2019 service was repaired by the Christian women of 
Slovenia and translated into over 60 languages and 1,000 dialects.   The usual services were held in 
and around Bath.   The theme for the year was “Come, everything is ready”. 
 
 

Sheila Sims 
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CHRISTIAN AID 
 

The Christian Aid Door to Door Collects raised a grand total of £1,196:33 in 2019 which was an excellent 
result.  Well done to all who helped. For your diaries Christian Aid Week in 2020 was 11th to 18th May 

Thelma Paterson-Fox 
 

ZAMBIA—ST JAMES BUCHI 
 

After the visit from Fr Alfred and Monica with their daughter in July 2018, last year 2019 has been very 

quiet.  Fr Peter and Jo Hunt  have received e mails and whatsapp messages from Fr Alfred with 

pictures of the building work that they are doing.  They have a scheme to build houses that will be for 
rent and so provide revenue for the church.  Members of the congregation have worked on the building 
site. This is a good example of what can be done when a congregation works together.  He has also sent 
pictures of their harvest celebrations.  It seems that St James Buchi is in very good heart.   
 
Jo Hunt has tried to gather a group from St Mary's together to work on developing the link with  
St James Zambia but has, as yet, not found anyone with time and interest.  PLEASE if we want to 
develop the link we need a few more interested people from St Mary's to do this.  Contact Jo Hunt if 
you are interested. 

Jo Hunt 
SOUP  RUN 
 

St Mary’s Soup Run continues to provide soup and sandwiches to the homeless on alternate Saturday 
evenings. We are very grateful to the pupils of St Mary’s School who donate tins of soup and fish and 
meat as part of their Harvest Festival produce. 
The ingredients for soup and sandwiches are costly and we are very pleased to be supported by you, the 
members of St Mary’s congregation, who give generously towards the expense of it all every year.  Once 
again, I took mince pies this year on behalf of St Mary’s to the Christmas Party which is always a really 
enjoyable and festive occasion and provides an opportunity to sit down and chat with our clients in  
St Mary’s RC Church Hall .There was musical entertainment. Everyone left with a shoebox of presents. 
The Soup Run is a valuable example of Outreach for St Mary’s and several members on the Rota have 
been very committed members for many years- and their dedication to helping on the Soup Run is very 
much appreciated -especially as St Mary’s stint takes place on a Saturday night!  New volunteers are 
always welcomed and appreciated. 
We were very grateful to Mark Lewis who offered to take Peter Goodhart’s place as Team leader and a 
warm welcome was given to new volunteers Liz Davies and Marc Aureli Piqué Batalla 
Very many thanks to Fiona and Tony Coverdale who are part of the St Matthew and St Thomas’ group 
who share Saturday evenings with us, and have taken over the catering. We are so grateful to them for 
taking on this responsibility. They initiated and organised  a joint meeting with members of St Thomas’ 
Soup Run and we discussed our concerns and future plans. Various ideas concerning the clients’ 
requests were discussed especially a supply of fruit and different sandwich fillings and these requests 
have been implemented. After discussion it was agreed to use paper rather than plastic sandwich bags 
and non-plastic cups would be supplied after the plastic cups had been used up. 
Many thanks to Fiona who provided a delicious tea with home-made scones, jam and cream!! 
 
My thanks to all those who take part in the Soup Run –my rôle as co-ordinator is a very easy one! 
 

Margaret Ledbury—Soup Run Coordinator 


