
Blessing and Dismissal stand and bow your head 
The priest uses this or another seasonal blessing 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 Go in the peace of Christ, alleluia, alleluia! 
All Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Music after the service 
Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911),  
Paraphrase on Handel’s ‘Maccabaeus’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be aware of the need for  
social distancing as you leave the church.  

 

If you are able to donate by BACS (online) to the 
mission of our churches,  

the account details are as follows: 
St Mary’s: account number 00233331  

and sort code 560034. 
 

St John’s: account number 50935607 
and sort code 600205 

 

Many thanks for your generosity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning. 
 
 
 
 

Please use this service-sheet and the weekly  
notice-sheet to inform your prayer and reflection 

during the coming week. 

The Parish Church of  
St Mary the Virgin Bathwick 

 

18 April 2021 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

 
James Tissot (1836-1902),  

The Communion of the Apostles (1894) 
 

Music before the service 
Michael Bedford (b.1949), Meditation on ‘Easter Hymn’ 
 

Welcome and Introduction  stand as bell rings 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Priest Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
The priest uses this or another similar invitation to confession 
In baptism we died with Christ,  
 so that as Christ was raised from the dead,  
 we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins 
 in penitence and faith 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life: 
Lord, have mercy:  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ Jesus, you forgive us our sins: 
Christ, have mercy:  
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread: 
Lord, have mercy:  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

The priest proclaims God’s forgiveness in these or similar words: 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



Gloria in excelsis 
All Glory be to God on high, 

and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world: 
 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
 Father: have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art the Most High, in the glory  
 of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect the prayer of the day 
The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  
‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding. 
 

Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen 
 life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
sit as we listen to the scriptures of the day 

 

First Reading Acts 3:12-19 
Peter addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do 

you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though 
by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant 
Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 
presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 
But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked 
to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this 
we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself 
has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and 
the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, 
as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he 
had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that 
your sins may be wiped out.’ 
 This is the word of the Lord: 
All Thanks be to God. 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
So that the distribution of communion may proceed as safely as 
possible, it will be done in silence. Therefore at this point we 
collectively acclaim the Body and Blood of the Lord: 
 

As the priest presents the Blessed Sacrament he says 
The Body of Christ. Amen. 
 

As the priest presents the Precious Blood he says 
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 

Worshippers are reminded that the entirety of the 
sacrament is received when only the Blessed 

Sacrament (the consecrated bread) is consumed – 
the priest (only) will consume the Precious Blood 

 

Ministers of the Sacrament will have sanitised their 
hands with alcohol-based gel 

 

You are requested to maintain a distance of  
at least 1 metre as you queue to receive the 

Sacrament at the front of the nave.  
The Blessed Sacrament will then be ‘dropped’  

into your outstretched hands  
without any additional words being spoken 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
During the distribution of communion in church,  
those engaging with worship online might like to use this prayer: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present  
in the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love you above all things  
and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite 
myself wholly to you now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Motet 
During the distribution of communion, the choir will sing: 
Charles Wood (1866-1926), This joyful Eastertide 

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! 
My Love, the crucified, hath sprung to life this morrow. 
 

Had Christ, that once was slain, ne’er burst his three-day 
 prison, 
Our faith had been in vain—but now is Christ arisen! 
 

My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber: 
Till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number. 
 

Death’s flood hath lost its chill, since Jesus crossed the river: 
Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver. 

 

Prayer after Communion stand 
Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
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The priest praises God for his mighty acts and we respond: 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

kneel as the bell rings 
The president recalls Jesus’ words at the Last Supper, and this 
acclamation is used 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died,  
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again. 

 

The prayer of consecration ends: 
…by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
al honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or similar words 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

All Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
 you take away the sins of the world,  
 grant us peace. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
The priest invites us to receive the communion of Jesus’ body and blood 
 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!  
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Psalm Psalm 4 
The choir sings the psalm. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the 
congregation is not permitted to join in singing the psalm 
1 Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness :  

thou hast set me at liberty when I was in trouble;  
have mercy upon me and hearken unto my prayer. 

2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye blaspheme mine 
honour : and have such pleasure in vanity, and seek 
after leasing? 

3 Know this also, that the Lord hath chosen to himself 
the man that is godly :  
when I call upon the Lord he will hear me. 

4 Stand in | awe and | sin not : commune with your 
own heart, and in your | chamber | and be | still. 

5 Offer the sacrifice of righteousness :  
and put your trust in the Lord. 

6 There be many that say :  
Who will shew us any good? 

7 Lord lift thou up :  
the light of thy countenance upon us. 

8 Thou hast put gladness in my heart : since the time 
that their corn and wine and oil increased. 

9  I will lay me down in peace and take my rest :  
for it is thou Lord only that makest me dwell in safety. 

 

Epistle Reading 1 John 3:1-7 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should 

be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 
he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.  

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin 
is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides 
in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or 
known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. 
 This is the word of the Lord: 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation stand 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us: 
Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 24:36-48 
Deacon The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
Deacon Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

While the eleven and their companions were talking 
about what they had heard, Jesus himself stood among 
them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a  
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ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why 
do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my 
feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 
And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 
to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took 
it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you – that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it 
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things.’ 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon sit 
 

The Apostles’ Creed stand 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
 our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living  
 and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful kneel or sit 
The prayers are introduced by the priest 
One of these responses may be used 
 Lord, in your mercy. (or) Lord, hear us. 
All hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end 
 Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Peace stand 
The priest introduces the Peace with these or similar words 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and 
 said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then they rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All and also with you. 
 

the Peace may only be shared verbally with  
your immediate neighbours  
without any physical contact 

 

Offertory Hymn 
During the preparation of the altar, the choir will sing the hymn  
Thine be the glory. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the 
congregation is not permitted to join in singing the hymn 
 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
 Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly, he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
Life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife, 
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
The priest may say 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
All May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good, and the good of all his holy 
Church. 

 

This or another suitable prayer may be said over the gifts: 
Receive, O Lord, we pray, 
these offerings of your exultant Church, 
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness, 
grant also that the gifts we bring 
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Priest The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
Priest Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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