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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Priest The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
We begin our service with the lighting of the Easter 

candle, a symbol of the light of the resurrection of Christ: 
This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed from death to life. Throughout the 
world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. 
As we hear his word and proclaim all that God has done 
we can be confident that we shall share his victory over 
death and live with him for ever. 
 

The priest lights the Easter Candle, saying: 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
 

1. Rejoice, all heavenly powers, O choirs of angels sing! 
and let the universe with alleluias ring! 
For Jesus lives in glory bright, 
and endless light to us he gives. 

 

2. Rejoice O shining earth, in glorious hope reborn, 
and praise the Light who wrought the first creation’s 
 dawn. 
Redeemed and free: in Christ we rise, 
and darkness dies eternally. 

 

3. Rejoice, O mother Church, on you the Saviour shines: 
then let the vaults resound with peace and joy divine! 
His truth proclaim, and loud and long, 
in glorious song, exalt his name! 

 

4. Arise O Morning Star, O Sun who never sets, 
and raise these humble flames to greater glory yet! 
Let all adore, in glorious strains, 
the Christ who reigns for evermore! 

Welcome and Introduction 
The priest proclaims the resurrection of the Lord: 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Gloria in excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:  
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect of Easter the prayer of the day 
Lord of all life and power,  
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death  
to make all things new in him:  
grant that we, being dead to sin  
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,  
may reign with him in glory;  
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit  
be praise and honour, glory and might,  
now and in all eternity. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

The First Lesson Acts 10:34,37-43 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 



The Epistle Colossians 3:1-4 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation stand 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the first and the last and the living one, says the Lord: 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore!  
Alleluia! 
 

The Gospel John 20:1-9 
 The Lord be with you 
All And also with you. 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone 
had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards 
the tomb. The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood 
weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’  She said to them, ‘They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you 
looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which 
means Teacher. Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene 

went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord;’ 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Reflection 
 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
The priest leads us in our renewal of baptismal promises: 
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
from the dead, we remember that through the paschal 
mystery we have died and been buried with him in 
baptism. In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and 
rising to new life with him. Therefore I ask. 
 

Priest Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

All I reject them. 
Priest Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
All I renounce them. 
Priest Do you repent of the sins that separate us from 

God and neighbour? 
All I repent of them. 
 

Priest Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
All I turn to Christ. 
Priest Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
All I submit to Christ. 
Priest Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the 

life? 
All I come to Christ.  
 

Brothers and sisters, let us profess the faith of the Church. 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
He ascended into heaven,  
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 
and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins, 
keep us by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
for eternal life. Amen. 
 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

 The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. 
All and also with you. Alleluia! 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
All May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

for the praise and glory of his name, for our 
good, and the good of all his holy Church. 

 

Lord, of life,  
with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice of praise. 
As we are fed with the bread of heaven  
may we know your resurrection power; 
through Christ our risen Lord. Amen 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Priest The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
Priest Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The priest praises God for his mighty acts and we respond: 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The president recalls Jesus’ words at the Last Supper, and this 
acclamation is used 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, alleluia! 
Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Christ will come again, alleluia! 

 

The prayer of consecration ends: 
…for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or similar words 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

All Lamb of God, you take away the sins  
 of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins  
 of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins  
 of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 Alleluia! Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
The priest consumes the consecrated bread and wine of the Eucharist. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
God of Life,  
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son  
 to the death of the cross,  
and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from  
 the power of our enemy:  
grant us so to die daily to sin,  
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his  
 risen life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

God the Father,  
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead  
open to you who believe the gate of everlasting life. Amen. 
 

God the Son,  
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,  
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit,  
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,  
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Fr Peter, the Churchwardens and all at St. Mary’s  
wish you all a Blessed Easter 


