
Final Hymn stand 
hymnbook 120 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son 
 

Blessing and Dismissal stand and bow your head 
The priest uses this or another seasonal blessing 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 Go in the peace of Christ, alleluia, alleluia! 
All Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Music after the service 
Healey Willan (1880-1968), Postlude on ‘Gelob’t sei Gott’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is the opportunity to donate to the ongoing 
work of the church and to the weekly alms collection  

on a plate at the back of church. 
We now also have a “Chip and Pin” machine for 

donations to the church. 
 

If you would prefer to donate by BACS (online),  
the account for St Mary’s Bathwick PCC 

(Nat West Bank) is 00233331  
and the sort code is 560034. 

 

Many thanks for your generosity 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining us this morning.  
Please join us in the church hall for refreshments  

after the service. 
 
 
 

Please use this service-sheet and the weekly  
notice-sheet to inform your prayer and reflection 

during the coming week. 

The Parish Church of  
St Mary the Virgin Bathwick 

 

14 May 2023 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 
Sir James Thornhill (1675/76-1734),  

St Paul preaching in the Areopagus (1729-31) 

 
Music before the service 
JS Bach (1685-1750), Jesus Christus unser Heiland BWV689 
 

Opening Hymn stand as bell rings 

hymnbook 333 All my hope on God is founded 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Priest Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
The priest uses this or another similar invitation to confession 
In baptism we died with Christ,  
 so that as Christ was raised from the dead,  
 we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins 
 in penitence and faith 
 

The priest prays over a vessel of water which is used as a reminder of 
our baptism: 

God our Father, your gift of water  
brings life and freshness to the earth; 
in baptism it is a sign of the washing away of our sins 
and the gift of life eternal. 
Sanctify this water, we pray. 
Renew the living spring of your life within us, 
that we may be free from sin 
and filled with your saving health; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



As we are sprinkled with Holy Water, we sing: 
Come, flowing waters pure and clear, 
God’s Holy Spirit bringing near, 
 Let us praise him, Alleluia! 
Join us as one in peace and love, 
With life you give us from above. 
 O praise him, O praise him, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The priest proclaims God’s forgiveness in these or similar words: 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria in excelsis 
All Glory be to God on high, 

and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world: 
 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
 Father: have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art the Most High, in the glory  
 of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect the prayer of the day 
The priest introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  
‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding. 
 

God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
 to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
sit as we listen to the scriptures of the day 

 

First Reading Acts 17:22-31 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 
‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, 
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Agnus Dei 
All Jesus, risen Lord, triumphant King:  

Jesus, true Redeemer of the world: 
 Hear our prayer, have mercy; (x2) 
 give us your peace. 

 

 Jesus, Morning Star which never sets: 
Jesus, mighty Victor over death:  
 Hear our prayer, have mercy… 

 

 Jesus, Lord of life and Lord of light; 
Jesus, here in form of bread and wine: 
 Hear our prayer, have mercy… 

 

Invitation to Communion 
The priest invites us to receive the communion of Jesus’ body and blood 
 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!  
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
All who are baptized are welcome to receive the consecrated bread and 
wine or to come to the altar rail for a blessing. If you would prefer a 
blessing, please hold a copy of this service paper as a sign that this is your 
preference.  
 

In response to the words ‘The Body of Christ’ and  
‘The Blood of Christ’ the communicant replies Amen. 

Worshippers are reminded that the entirety  
of the sacrament is received when only the Blessed 
Sacrament (the consecrated bread) is consumed – 

please refrain from receiving the Precious Blood  
if suffering from cold/flu symptoms  

or if anxious about Covid or other infectious diseases 

 

Communion Hymn 
hymnbook 341 Blest are the pure in heart 
 

Communion Motet 
Thomas Tallis (1505-85), If ye love me 

If ye love me, keep my commandments,  John 14:15-17 
and I will pray the Father,  
and he shall give you another comforter,  
that he may ’bide with you forever, e’en the spirit of truth. 

 

Prayers after Communion stand 
God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

Announcements sit 
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This or another suitable prayer may be said over the gifts: 
May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, 
together with the sacrificial offerings, 
so that, purified by your graciousness, 
we may be conformed to the mysteries  
 of your mighty love. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Priest The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
Priest Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The priest praises God for his mighty acts and we respond 
All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  

God of power and God of might. 
Heaven and earth, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory, your power and might. 
 Hosanna, Hosanna, 
Hosanna in the highest heavens (x2) 

 

Blessed, blessed is he who comes (x2) 
Blessed is he, blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna…  Inwood, Gathering Mass 

 

kneel as the bell rings 
The priest recalls Jesus’ words at the Last Supper, and this 
acclamation is used 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Jesus Christ will come again. Hosanna… 

 

At the end of the Prayer of Consecration, we sing Amen, Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or similar words 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From 
one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that 
they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
and find him - though indeed he is not far from each one 
of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; 
as even some of your own poets have said, “For we too 
are his offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought 
not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 
an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.’ 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm verses from Psalm 66 

 
7 O praise our | God ye | people:  

and make the voice of his | praise | to be | heard; 
8 Who holdeth our | soul in |life:  

and sufferest | not our | feet to | slip. 
 

9 For thou O God hast | proved | us:  
thou also hast tried us | like as | silver · is | tried. 

14 O come hither, * and hearken all ye that | fear | God:  
and I will tell you what he hath | done | for my | soul. 

 

15 I called unto him | with my | mouth:  
and gave him | praises | with my | tongue. 

16 If I incline unto wickedness | with mine | heart:  
the | Lord | will not | hear me. 

 

17 But | God hath | heard me:  
and considered the | voice | of my | prayer. 

18 Praised be God, who hath not cast | out my | prayer:  
nor | turned · his | mercy | from me. 

 

Epistle Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter. 
 

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are 
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 
intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who 
demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put 
to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
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For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits 
in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you – not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation stand 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word: 
and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading John 14:15-21 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for 
ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and 
I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.’ 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon sit 
 

The Creed stand 

All We believe in one God, the Father,  
 the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down 
 from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy 
 Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
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 For our sake he was crucified  
 under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
 to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
 is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
 Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
 forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful kneel or sit 
The prayers are introduced by the priest 
One of these responses may be used 
 Lord, in your mercy. (or) Lord, hear us. 
All hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

And at the end 
 Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Peace stand 
The priest introduces the Peace with these or similar words 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and 
 said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then they rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All and also with you. 
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace (please respect Covid protocols). 
 

Offertory Hymn 
The gifts of the people are gathered and presented at the altar  
whilst a hymn is sung. 

hymnbook 265 Lord of beauty, thine the splendour 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
The priest may say 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
All May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church. 
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