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WHO’S WHO IN THE BATHWICK PARISHES  
(All telephone numbers are Bath 01225- unless otherwise stated) 

 

 CLERGY  
     Parish Priest The Revd. Peter Edwards    460052 

  Bathwick Rectory, Sham Castle Lane, Bath BA2 6JL 

  (Normal day off: Monday) 

 

     Asst Priests The Revd. Antony Claridge   427462 
  The Revd. Richard Hunt   938529 

  The Revd. Chris Kinch    07966 547018 

  The Revd. Robert Webb   484042 

     Asst Deacon The Revd. Angela Onions   309001 

 

 READERS Dr Marilyn Kirby    835765 

  Mr Marcus Wedge    862565 

  Mr Stephen Howard    466590 

 READER EMERITUS Cdr. Thomas Bunn    723222 
 

 DIOCESAN SYNOD (House of Laity) Mr John Porteous 

  (House of Clergy) Fr Peter Edwards 
 

 DEANERY SYNOD St Mary’s: Mrs J Brownbridge, Mr S Howard, Mrs N Parker 

 (House of Laity) St John’s:  Mrs D Miller, Mr M Miller 

 

CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
affiliated to The Society of St Wilfred & St Hilda 

St John’s Road, BA2 6PT 
 

 CHURCHWARDENS 
  Mrs Dilwen Miller     07876 574266 
  Mrs Di Shelley  722917 
 

 HON PCC SECRETARY 
  Mr David Smy 
 

 HON TREASURER 
  Mr Nick Lennard 07980 591449 
 

 ORGANIST 
  Dr David Hyatt  571037 
 

 ALMSGIVING SECRETARY 
  Mrs Mary Barry   464139 
 

 ELECTORAL ROLL SECRETARY 
  Mr Charles MacCall   428391 
 

 SACRISTAN 
  Mr Adrian Plummer 07880 701139 
 

 SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
  Mrs Nadia MacCall  428391 
 

 FLOWERS 
  Mrs Jackie Newman   422450 
 

 CHURCH HALL HIRE 
  Parish Office (see page 3 for details)   447450 
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CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
Darlington Street, BA2 4EB 

 CHURCHWARDENS 
   Mrs Jan Howard     466590 
   Mrs Clare Goodhart      315638    
 

 HON PCC SECRETARY 
   Dr Marilyn Kirby      835765 
 

 FINANCE TEAM 
   Mr  Nick Lennard (Hon Treasurer)     07980 591449 
   Mr Keith Moss      445234 
 

 PLANNED GIVING AND GIFT AID 
              Mrs Dawn Lennard      429277 
 

 ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 
   Mr Andrew Parker      834108 
 

 BATHWICK NEWS 
   Advertisements   Mr Nick Lennard    07980 591449 
   Distribution    The Parish Office    447450 
 

 SACRISTY TEAM 
   Mrs Molly Wedge      862565 
 

 CHILDREN’S CHURCH AND SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
   Mrs Nicola Parker       834108 
 

 HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER 
   Mr Marcus Wedge       862565 
 

 TOWER (Bell Ringers) 
   Tower Captain  
   Correspondent Molly Waterson      07790 230767 
 
 

 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
   Mr Gary Desmond         07980 818445 
   Email: garyc.desmond@gmail.com  or via the Parish Office 
 

 BATHWICK PARENTS AND TODDLERS   
  Mrs Sophie Marriott       07753 195246 
   Email: sophie.marriott@hotmail.com 
 

 BATHWICK ST MARY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
   Head Teacher: Mr Kevin Purkiss,     465654 
   St. Mary’s School, Darlington Road, Bath 
 

 FLOWERS 
   Parish Office (see below for details)    447450 
 

 CHURCH HALL HIRE  
   Parish Office (see below for details)    447450 

The Parish Office for both churches is based at St Mary’s 
 

Telephone and Answerphone 01225  447450   
Email: office@bathwickparishes.org.uk                          www.bathwickparishes.org.uk 

 

(Mrs Kerry Hughes is usually in the church office Tuesday and Friday 9am - 12noon) 
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DECEMBER & JANUARY SERVICES 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH (Bathwick Hill roundabout) 
 

10.30am every Sunday, Parish Eucharist & Sermon 
 

10.30am every Wednesday, traditional language Eucharist 
9.30am every Friday, said Eucharist 
 

Sunday evening services at 6pm on 4 December (Choral Evensong);  
18 December (said Evensong); 8 January (Choral Evensong); 
22 January (said Evensong) 
 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH (opposite the Fire Station) 
 

9am every Sunday, Parish Mass & Sermon 
 

9.30am every Tuesday, said Mass 
10.30am every Thursday, said Mass 
9.30am every Saturday, said Mass 
 

Sunday evening services at 4pm on 11 December, 15 and 29 January  
(sung Evensong & Benediction) 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
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A LETTER FROM OUR PARISH PRIEST, FR PETER EDWARDS 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
Welcome to this December/January edition of Bathwick News; my thanks to 
all who have contributed to it and to Kerry Hughes for her work collating the 
magazine, and my prayers for all who read it over the course of these coming 
weeks.  
 
Advent and Christmas 
As this magazine is published we enter the lovely season of Advent as a time 
both of preparation for Christmas and also a time of expectation – looking 
forward to the second coming of the Lord; our scripture readings have this flavour 
of expectation with the great Advent prayer Maranatha: come, Lord Jesus! 
 
The season begins with our beautiful annual Advent Carol service  
(27 November, 6pm, St John’s) and continues through the weeks of the  
season to come to its climax in the Christmas celebrations – details of our 
principal services in the Bathwick churches can be found on p.4 of this 
magazine. 
 
It was good to be present a few days ago at the installation of Bishop Michael 
Beasley as the 80th Bishop of Bath & Wells. Bishop Michael also visited our Bath 
clergy chapter in mid-November and spoke about his vision for the churches of 
the Diocese; among these priorities was a desire that we all be ‘good’ in our care 
for the environment and that all churches should aim for carbon neutrality (or 
better) during this decade. 
 
As a discipline for Advent, and with the Bishop’s vision in mind,  
I am intending to read Bishop Nicholas Holtam’s book Sleepers 
Wake – a call for the church to become more serious about 
climate change. The book is recommended by the Archbishop of 

York, and has a short reflection for each day of 
this Advent season.  
Another book I have recently purchased is by a 
priest friend Fr Andrew Mayes whose book 
Climate of the Soul reinterprets various 
scriptural references to help us look again at the environmental 
issues facing the world in which we live. 
Perhaps others would like to read one (or both) of these as a 
preparation for reviewing our parishes’ commitments in this area? 
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Healthy Churches Initiative 
It was good to welcome Fr Gary Ecclestone to talk to PCC members in 
November about the Healthy Churches Initiative – further details on 
leaflets at the back of both churches. We intend to take a survey of our 
parishes’ strengths and weaknesses over these next weeks as a basis for 
reviewing our activities and outreach in the months to come. 
 
With my prayers for you all for this Advent and Christmas season 

 

Fr Peter 

CONCERTS 
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Gaudete! 
A Candlelight Concert by Lucis Choir 

at St Mary’s Church. 
 

Saturday 10th December 2022 at 7.30pm. 
 

Tickets available soon and on the door. 

 
A Renaissance Christmas 

 
A Christmas choral recital that features  
Renaissance music by composers all  

across the European continent.  
 

Saturday 17th December 2022 at 7.30pm 
at St Mary’s Church. 

 
Tickets available from: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Truth From Above: Festive Choral Concert by  
The Rodolfus Foundation Choir 

 

Friday 30th December 2022 at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church. 
 

Ravishing choral music with a Christmas theme, including Vaughan 
Williams, Bruckner, Tchaikovsky, Tallis, Bach and Howells presented 

by the exceptionally talented Rodolfus Choir.  
 

Tickets on sale from 8th December from: 
 www.therodolfusfoundation.org.uk/events or available on the door.  
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SERVICE MUSIC AT ST MARY’S for DECEMBER 2022  
AND NEW YEARS DAY 

4 December - Advent 2 
10.30am Sung Mass (Fr Peter Edwards)  
E: Hark! a herald voice is calling NEH5 
O: Wake, O wake! with tidings thrilling NEH16 
C: Let all mortal flesh keep silence NEH295 
R: The Lord will come and not be slow NEH15 
 

organ: Wachet auf, ruft’ uns die stimme BWV645   J S Bach (1685-1750) 
 

setting: Lotti  Missa Secunda 
psalm: 72:1-7(18-19) 
motet:  People, look East    Trad. Arr. Ferguson 
organ: Fugue in D minor    C P E Bach (1714-1788) 
 

6pm (sung) Evening Prayer (Fr Peter Edwards) 
Off: Creator of the stars of night NEH1 (t i) 
 

6.30pm Choral Compline 
Off: Before the ending of the day NEH241 
 

some or all of psalms: 4; 31:1-6; 91; 134 
anthem: Rejoice in the lord alway  Anon.  16th cen. 
 

11 December - Advent 3 
10.30am Sung Mass (Fr Peter Edwards) 
E: Come, thou long-expected Jesus NEH3  (t i) 
O: On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry NEH12 
C: Love of the Father, love of God the Son NEH409 
R: Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing NEP600 
 

organ: Prelude in F minor  BWV534    J S Bach 
setting: Viadana   Missa L’Hora Passa 
psalm: 146:4-10 or Magnificat 
motet: How lovely are the messengers    Mendelssohn 
organ: Fugue in F minor  BWV534   J S Bach 
 

18 December - Advent 4 
10.30am Sung Mass (Fr Peter Edwards) 
E: O come, O come, Emmanuel EH11 
O: When came in flesh the incarnate Word NEH17 
C: For Mary, mother of the Lord NEH161  (t NEH385) 
R: The great God of heaven is come down to earth NEH37 
 

organ: Nun komm der Heiden Heiland   Gerald Near  b1942 
setting: Casciolini   Missa Brevis 
psalm: 80:1-8(18-20) 
motet: The Angel Gabriel   Basque arr. Pettman 
organ: Toccata ‘Ave Maris Stella’   Flor Peeters  (1903-86) 
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20 December - O Clavis 
7.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols (Fr Peter Edwards) 
 

24 December - Christmas Eve 
11pm Midnight Mass (Fr Peter Edwards)  
E: Of the Father’s heart begotten NEH33  (omit vv3,6) 
Gl: Glory in the highest to the God of heaven NEH363 
Gr: In the bleak mid-winter NEH28 
O: O come all ye faithful NEH30 
C: Silent night, holy night NEH35 
R: While shepherds watched NEH42 
 

organ: ‘Attende Domini’   Jeanne Demessieux  (1921-68) 
setting: Sumsion in F 
motet: Still, still, still   German  arr. Ledger 
organ: In dulci jubilo  BVW729  J S Bach 
 

25 December - Christmas Day 
10.30am Sung Mass (Fr Peter Edwards) 
E: Joy to the world (sheet) 
Gr: O come all ye faithful NEH30  (omit vv3-5) 
O: Christians awake! Salute the happy morn NEH24 
C: A great and mighty wonder NEH21 
R: Hark! The herald angels sing NEH26 
 

organ: Noel Suisse   Louis Claude Daquin  (1694-1772) 
setting: Thorne  Mass of St Thomas 
motet: Ding! Dong! Merrily on High French harm. Wood 
organ: Carillon-Sortie  Henri Mulet  (1878-1967) 
 

1 January - Circumcision and Naming of Jesus 
10.30am Sung Mass (Fr Peter Edwards and/or Bp Alastair Redfern) 
E: All hail the power of Jesu’s name NEH332 
Gr: Lord, how majestic is your name (sheet) 
O: How sweet the name of Jesus sounds NEH374 
C: Behold the great Creator makes NEH23 
R: Good rest you merry, gentlemen NEH25 
 

organ: The Holy Boy   John Ireland  (1879-1962) 
setting: Wilson in D 
motet: Love came down at Christmas   Archer 
organ: Vom Himmel Hoch  Johann Pachelbel  (1653-1706) 
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SOME CHARITY FOR OTHERS IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
 

ST JOHN'S CHURCH gives away 10% of its general income at the end of each year 
to support  12 charities. Each month we remember the work of one of these charities.  
Please support these good causes.  
 

Charity for December: THE CHILDRENS SOCIETY 
In the many years since the founding of  this Society (when it was called ‘The Waifs and 
Strays’), working with the care for these children, their needs still remain vital in cases of 
fear, neglect, abuse and shattered trusts. The undermining of the young person’s rights 
and honest achievements, has increased into our present time. Children cannot speak for 
themselves, but the Christian teaching can– and at the very least we owe it to them. 
 

Charity for January: EMERGENCY AID  
This fund is administered by the Parochial Church Council, when grants are given 
consideration whenever local or world wide emergencies occur. It is for anyone in need, 
as a result of tragedy or suffering, regardless of creed, nationality or personal 
circumstances. 

Mary Barry 

ST MARY’S CHURCH makes weekly collections during the Sunday Services using the 
“Alms” envelopes which are given away. At St Mary’s week by week in December and  
January we will support the following charities: 
 

DECEMBER 2022- Sunday 4th JULIAN HOUSE has a 20-bed hostel in Bath 
providing free accommodation, food and shower facilities as well as support for clients 
to move away from rough sleeping. It has 27 units of shared supported accommodation 
in BANES for single homeless people with medium support needs. The aim is to enable 
them to move on in 6-12 months’ time to more permanent accommodation. 
 

Sunday 11th BARNABAS FUND continues to highlight the dreadful persecution of 
Christians particularly by Islamists, but also works to help alleviate poverty among 
Christians in Africa and the effects of the energy crisis (e.g. funding the cost of solar 
panels on     church-run buildings in Lebanon). They have also started an international 
Food Bank called Food Gives. Read about it in their latest magazine.  
 

Sunday 18th DOROTHY HOUSE HOSPICE CARE has 10 Community Palliative 
Care Teams covering a 700 square mile area and providing physical, psychological and 
spiritual support, both to patients and their families. They are experts in specialist 
palliative care and will see patients at home, in a clinic setting or in a care home. 
 

Christmas Eve   THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY has dedicated ‘more than 100 years 
to protecting the hopes of children threatened by abuse, exploitation and neglect’. The 
ways it has done so have changed over that time, but the need is still there, and their 
work requires money for it to be carried on.  
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Christmas Day HOUSE OF HOPE was started in 1963 in Bethlehem by a local blind 

woman called ‘Aunty May’. She was a Christian and her vision was to meet not only the 

physical and educational needs of blind people but also their spiritual needs. Today, 

House of Hope continues to help young blind people to complete their high school 

education and to move into higher education, and has a school for children with special 

needs, teaching them basic daily skills and self-reliance. 

JANUARY 2023- Sunday 1st THE OXFORD MISSION recently celebrated its 

140th anniversary of work in India and what is now Bangladesh. Current projects include 

a new school building, an  expansion of an old persons’ residence, a new facility for one 

of only two hospices in the Kolkata (Calcutta) region and a new maternity unit with a 

fully equipped operating theatre. 

Sunday 8th EMERGENCY AID enables us to give donations when there are 

unexpected major disasters, usually from natural causes, anywhere in the world. 

Sunday 15th BATH WELCOMES REFUGEES is run by a voluntary team of 

ordinary people who are directly responsible for bringing refugee families out of 

desperate circumstances and into a promising future. They prepare and equip houses 

when new refugee families arrive or move into the area, they offer English language 

courses to all ages and provide one to one support for individuals looking for work in 

the local area. 

Sunday 22nd FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S, UGANDA is a small charity run by    

trustees only which supports a girls’ primary school in Busembatia, a poor rural area in   

Eastern Uganda. From this base the charity provides support to cover associated             

organisations and individuals in the locality, including individually sponsored orphans 

who were once at St Michael’s. Sponsorship enables them to complete courses in 

subjects such as Hotel and Catering and Midwifery.  

Sunday 29th GENESIS TRUST runs several Life Projects including Lifeline at the 

Gateway Centre which provides 1:1 crisis support for people who are homeless, 

vulnerably housed or experiencing complex challenges, Life Skills which offers access to 

a range of health and wellbeing activities and The Life Course which supports people in 

their recovery from addiction, trauma and poor mental health. 

Robin and Sarah Davies 
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MONTH’S MIND 
Please pray for those whose anniversary of death falls in December 

 
1st  Edward Hughes, Charles Harris (Pr.) 
3rd  Noel Harrison, Harold Matthews, Margaret Sheppard, Charles Douglas Peters 
4th  Charles Maslen, Graham Purnell 
5th  Sally Humphreys, Professor Hilary Stephen Crow CB 
6th  Violet Maslen, Tom Stevens, Ernest Bland, Fanny Thatcher, Mary Douglas, Myrtle Commons 
7th  William White, Marjorie Bloomer, Mary Agnes Bird 
8th  Grace Sparshott 
9th  Mary Hargreaves, Daphne Jeffs, Aubrey Everard Crow, Charles Goodhart, Peter Goodhart 
10th  Florence Burton, Charles King, John Turnbull, George Porte, Jennifer Morris 
11th  Charles Ashton, Olave Gardner, Frederick Cox, Frank Pepper, Frank Mitten 
12th  Thomas Nunn, Mary Hanks, Thomas Ashford, Stanley Benzing, Tabitha Clifton 
13th  Thomas Rogers, Jane Henderson, Garnons Hughes (Pr.), John Toone, Harold George,  
 Richard John Warner, Nancy Rudge 
14th  Kathleen Jefferies, Gertrude Rivers, Barbara Braddon, 
15th  Marjorie Turner, Margaret Moon 
16th  Henry Maslen, Agnes Pullin, Alan McCombe, Lilian Miles, Leslie Wright, John Whittam 
17th  Elizabeth White, Edward Burrows, Dorothy Willmott, Henry George Miles, 
 Brian Alistair Hamilton. 
18th  Lilias Gilliat, Mabel Wheatley, Winifred Brooke-Smith, Marjorie Weaver. 
19th  Percy Rowe, Edward Powell, Winifred Burrows, Patty Baker, Norman Tyrrell,  
  Dorothy Thorold, Robert Preston Jones, Tony Stephens 
20th  Cyril Collis, Luke McGarrigle-Harvey, Robert Harries 
21st  Robert Loades, Reginald Davies, Marion Huth, Nora Stone 
22nd  Elise Williams, Walter Cecil Mason (Pr.), Irene Noad. 
23rd  Ellen Young, Scudamore Brain, Joan Lynn, Dora Davidson, Kenneth Ridgewell (Pr.) 
24th  Mary Rivers, Amy Blake, Edith Whatmore, Beatrice Vincent 
25th  Cecil Rumbold, Winifred Lynch, Mary Gaskell, Alfred Leaney, Siv Udda Maria Pearson 
26th  Margaret Evans, Beatrice Willett, Violet Cox, Wilfred Gurney (Pr.), Margaretta Green,  
 Harry Richardson, Eileen Stedman. 
27th  Thomas Fry 
28th  Fanny Bayntun, Esther Hunter, William Smale, Kathleen Barter, Molly Pitt, 
 Edward Raymond Pike, Dorothy Marks, Claus Witt. 
29th  Richard Hanwell, Lilian Styles, Mary House, Nora Bass 
30th  Cyril Bass, Christiana Dickenson, Catherine May Dinham, Constance Mary Barker,  
 Marjorie Jane Cobb, Jean Phyllis Skelton. 
31st  Edward Allen, Robert Young, Marie Monsarrat, Gerald Cartledge 
 

 
Rest Eternal Grant To Them O Lord and Let Light Perpetual Shine On Them 

May They Rest In Peace and Rise In Glory. 
 

If you would like a name included in the Month’s Mind,  
please speak to the Clergy or leave a message at the Parish Office 
These will be remembered by name at St John’s Mass at 10.30am  

on Thursday 15 December 
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MONTH’S MIND 
Please pray for those whose anniversary of death falls in January 

 
1st  Frank Bishop, Ada Grant, Dorothy Dutton, Phyllis Chad, Harold Mills 
2nd  Edward Coles, Josephine Say 
3rd  Warneford Dhasey, Harold Loades, Edwin Smith, Marion Ashby 
4th  Marie Burden, Auriel Douglas, Jennifer Hunt 
5th  Ernest Powell, Florence Field, Jessica Wedge, Maura Hamilton 
6th  Stephen Wheeler, Leonard Pollinger 
7th  Stanley May, Edward Preddy, Ada Grogan 
8th  Agnes May, Thomas Miles, Leslie Carter (priest) 
9th  Ellen Wassell, John Williams, Kathleen Fryer, Violet Fairclough, Philip Lansley, Jack Musgrave 
10th  George Webster, Samuel Davis, Charles Dicker (Priest), William Hussey 
11th  Elsie Smith, Gladys Millard, Susan Sandeman, John Robertson Clark, Edith Horsfield 
12th  Frances Waddell, Anna Rose, Constance Heap, Miriam Davies, Gertrude Thatcher 
13th  Mary Jenkins, John Owen, Frances Young, William King, Daisy Snee, Winifred Appleby,  
 Frederick Barnes, Mervyn Stockwood (Bishop) 
14th  Martha Paul, Anne Brain, Robert Wilson, Peter Rickard, Douglas Ackland, Eileen Szoltysek 
15th  Frederick Thomas, William Gordon Lockyer, Phyllis Margaret Carver. 
16th  John Bottle, Octavious Wills, Ada Cottle, Rose Wright, Eleanor Sims, Jenifer Gendall 
17th  Frederick Maggs, Eva Kent, Robert Waddell, Herbert Chatley, Howard Wells, Fred Hunt 
18th  William Palmer, Leonard Marks, Sarah Evans, Katherine Powell, Emma Dawe 
19th  Frederick Munday, Michael Dowding, Helena Hensman, Kathleen Maslen 
20th  William Kingsbury (priest), Osmund Scott, Margaret Sandeman 
21st  Ralph Joel, George Semple, Angella Chatley, Mary Toghill, Frederick Charles Moon,  
  Mary Fookes. 
22nd  Joan Wakefield, Mary Trolloppe, Earnest John Chesterman 
23rd  Eliza Gibbs, William Shepherd, Frances Young, Augustus Young (Pr.)  
  Kenneth Ridgewell (Pr.), Dorothy Kate Davis 
24th  Nina Little, Sarah Bolwell, Gladys Wynne-Roberts, Adriana Slegt 
25th  Dorothy Loades, Gertrude Shickle, Ruth Robathan, Annetta Lee Man Sze,  
  Philip George Sharpe 
26th  Marjorie Stobart, Florence Coles, Gertrude Hanley, Reginald Jack March 
27th  Charles Gott (Priest), George Budgett, Rose Evans, Winifred Hobbs, Edith Hooper,  
 Clarice Hardness, Richard Onions. 
28th  Florence Wall, Malcolm Scott 
29th  Herbert Musgrave, George Thorman 
30th  Emily Webster, Adelaide Marsh, Robert Frederick Wilson. 
31st  Ruth Green, John Goodman, Adelaide St John James, Ernest Wade (Pr.), Nesta Gilliat, 
 Samuel Grubb, Emily (Billie) Ottaway, Colin Ellis 
 

Rest Eternal Grant To Them O Lord and Let Light Perpetual Shine On Them 
May They Rest In Peace and Rise In Glory. 

 

If you would like a name included in the Month’s Mind,  
please speak to the Clergy or leave a message at the Parish Office.   
These will be remembered by name at St John’s Mass at 10.30am  

on Thursday 19 January 
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The Last Enemy to be Destroyed is Death 
Fr Chris Kinch CF SSC 
 

As I sit to write this, I look back on our various Remembrance tide and                   
commemorations over the past week. As deeply moving and as poignant as           
Remembrance tide is each year, I must admit that I’ve often wondered why we don’t 
come together as a nation to remember more often. As I reflect today, sitting on my 
desk is a brass cross constructed from the casings of used rounds. It was presented 
to me as I prepared to leave theatre in Afghanistan back in 2012 where I had served 
as chaplain to the military hospital in Camp Bastion. It is a smaller replica of a similar 
cross which stood on the vigil square - the place in Camp Bastion where the soldiers 
and other service personnel would come in their thousands to mourn and pay their 
respects to each fallen soldier during the vigil service as part of the repatriation.    
During my own operational tour alone, 8 British service personnel who had passed 
through our hospital had lost their lives. As well as military and civilians from other 
nations. It had been my duty as the chaplain to follow their journey through the       
hospital and then to commend them each where appropriate to God. The brass cross 
which sits on my desk serves as a daily reminder to me of the importance of          
remembering all those who have lost their lives. 
 

It is so important that the sacrifices of those who have given everything in service of 
their country and all those who have lost their lives through human conflict are never 
forgotten. This value gives a foundation to our prayers whenever privately or         
corporately we still ourselves to remember. But perhaps the invitation to remember 
throughout the year and not just during Remembrance tide in November can also 
shape our theological understanding of remembrance in other ways. 
 

There are several times throughout the Church’s year when the seasons appear to 
cross-over one another. For example, the feast of Christ the King, the solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross might each bring us back 
to Good Friday. The feast of Corpus et Sanguis Christi in the summer brings us back 
to Maundy Thursday. The solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord evokes thoughts 
of the nativity and of Christmas, even though its usually Lent and/or Passiontide by 
then. Our faith in the cross and in the resurrection means that for us as Christians our 
acts of remembrance are ultimately grounded in the events of Holy Week and Easter. 
But perhaps there is also a cross-over between our acts of remembrance and our 
understanding of Ash Wednesday. In the Ash Wednesday liturgy, the psalmist’s hymn 
that God “knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust” (Psalm 103.14) 
are recalled in the words spoken over the faithful during the imposition of ashes – 
Memènto, homo, quia pulvis es, et in púlverum revertèris. In the modern rite, 
‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’ Brueggemann and     
Hanson (2012, Ch.1) note that not only does the Ash Wednesday liturgy echo the 
psalm, but it also proclaims St. Paul’s affirmation that “the last enemy to be destroyed 
is death.” (1 Cor 15.26). Here I would like to suggest that there is a resonance       
between our acts of remembrance and Ash Wednesday in that our prayers give voice 
to our faith, as Jürgen Moltmann (1996, p.16-7) might put it, that “in heaven, those 
who have suffered destructive abuse will have the chance to become who God meant 

them to be.” A prayerful resilience founded in the knowledge of the faithfulness of  
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God because, as Bennett-Murphy (2018, p.200) professes, “even amid the horror and 
devastation of unspeakable violence can be found the unbroken soul.” Just as our 
vision of penance in the dust of Ash Wednesday leads to reconciliation, so our acts of 
remembrance can move us from what Studdert-Kennedy (2008, p.58) would call “a 
vision of despair” to “confidence and hope, because behind (the cross) is the empty 
tomb, and the figure with wounded hands to bless, ascending into glory.” Our 
remembrance then, just as Bruggerman and Hanson (2012. Ch.1) suggest, bears  
witness to the “bewildering unease of the human condition as precisely the arena in 
which God’s spirit may things new.” In remembering, we affirm our faith as described 
by Bruggerman and Hanson (ibid). that God’s “loyal covenant of love is the          
counterpart to our dust.” God remembers, even when we forget. Though we may  
never know the names of all those who have lost their lives in human conflict, God 
knows each and every one. “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you,” scripture 
tells us. (Jeremiah 1.15). “Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by 
your Father,” Jesus says. (Matthew 10.29).  
 

Remembrance leads us to stand firm in our Christian faith that it was the eternal God 
who gives us life and who, because of his saving work, might bring us to our true 
home with him when our earthly life has ended. Our focus is drawn to a God who is 
not remote, inactive or absent, but to a God who acts. As we lament human conflict 
and suffering, we express our desire that the God of action will bring an end to human 
division and suffering. There is a recognition that humanity cannot save itself. Our 
understanding of conflict is then re-framed so that far from ‘glorifying’ war, (as some 
might accuse regarding acts of remembrance), there is rather what Hans Urs von  
Balthasar (1993, p. 96 ff) would suggest a recognition that “God’s action transforms 
all other historical observations.” Remembering the past has a significant part to play 
in the hope for a better future. As Rowan Williams (2014, Ch.2) contends, “To be 
redeemed from time […] requires historical awareness.” Our acts of remembrance, 
remind us that, in time, “there will be a final healing and restoration.” (Gould, 2016, 
p.7). But for now, it is right to mourn, “because evil still touches our lives and tears at 
the fabric of what gives them meaning.” In remembering there is hope, however, 
because it is our Christian faith that “evil will be fully defeated and that even the worst 
tragedies can be redeemed in the end.” (ibid. p.7). 
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A Christmas message -  
His light is never extinguished 
 

As 2022 comes to a close, our hearts go out to the people of Ukraine whose 
country was invaded by Russia on the 24 February this year. In the months since, 
we have watched in horror as civilians, cities and infrastructure have been 
attacked, land occupied and atrocities committed. 
 

The UK has received more than 100,000 people fleeing from the conflict.  
The gift of their presence among us reminds us that this is no “quarrel in a far 
away country, between people of whom we know nothing". 
 

As we recall once again the coming into the world of Jesus at Christmas, our 
challenge is to connect our celebration of his birth with the realities and 
consequences of the conflict that is happening. Sadly, it’s not hard to see the 
links. Jesus was born in a land (Palestine) that had been annexed by an 
expansionist foreign power (Rome) in pursuit of its territorial ambitions.  
The  demands of the Roman occupiers meant that Jesus’ birth happened not at 
home in Nazareth, but at a counting centre - Bethlehem. He was born in a stable 
because ‘there was no room at the inn’. While still a baby, Jesus became a refugee 
when taken to Egypt due to warnings of atrocities to come.  
 

Viewed this way, the Christmas story is no sentimental fable. It is a brutal 
foreshadowing of the events that Ukraine and our whole world have encountered 
this year. At the same time, it is also a story of hope. For it tells us that even in 
the very worst that can happen the Christ child whose birth we celebrate knows 
all too well the realities of the human condition. As a result, in any darkness his 
light is never extinguished. For he is Emmanuel – God with us.  
 

So as we come to the end of 2022 we give thanks that God is always with us in 
whatever we face. May he be with Ukraine. May he be with Russia. And may he 
be welcomed by us all.  
 

A very happy Christmas.  
 

Bishop Michael 



 
 17 

St Mary’s Porch Pinnacles. 
 

The cones and red tape around our North 
Porch are very hard to miss as they take up a 
good part of that area and the usual Big Blue 
Door remains closed. 
 

Several weeks ago while clearing out gutters 
and drains on our very large roof area the 
contractors noticed that two of the pinnacles 
on the North Porch immediately above the 
door area were actually moving and this was 
more noticeable as it was a very windy day. 
 

We plan before the end of November to put up scaffolding so the pinnacles can be 
fully inspected and as necessary, temporally dismantled. The scaffolding will then be 
removed so we are scaffolding free for the run up to Christmas. 
 

Early in the new year scaffolding will come back so a permanent repair can be carried 
out. 
 

As ever we will continue to ensure that the wonderful Fabric of St Marys is kept safe 
and in good order. 

Marcus Wedge 
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Rosemary for Remembrance 
 
 
 

It was last month, November, when we remembered – 
All Saints – All Souls – All the Fallen in Battle; so it was 
indeed appropriate, that the rosemary bush, (planted by 
the Porteous Family in memory of Joan), had never 
been so full of bloom this late in the gardening year. 
Perhaps it was because of the very mild autumn but, 
whatever the reason, it is irrelevant as we all know the 
famous words from Shakespeare “Rosemary is for 
Remembrance”. 

The bush in full bloom - late October 
 

So why is rosemary known for remembrance? 
 

Rosmarinus officinalis is a woody evergreen, native to the Mediterranean and 
a universal symbol of remembrance used to honour those who have died. 
The tradition of laying sprigs of rosemary across coffins or upon tombstones 
goes way back to ancient Egypt. 
 

The Latin name is ros maris, which means “dew of the sea.” The name was 
combined in English to rosmarine, then further refined to emphasize the 
"Mary" referring to the Flight into Egypt. Reputedly, while resting during the 
journey with the infant Jesus to escape King Herod, Mary hung her blue 
cloak on a rosemary bush thus causing its white flowers to turn blue. It has 
also been said that, in her honour, the plant came to be known as Rose of 
Mary, which was eventually shortened to the modern name - rosemary. 
 

During the Middle Ages, rosemary was thought to help dispel negativity, and 
as such, it was tucked under pillows to thwart nightmares, visits from evil 
spirits and was also burned in the house to keep the Black Plague from 
entering. Perhaps this association with protection is why rosemary is still a 
common ingredient used in incense. 
 

It was also thought to promote prosperity. In fact, during 16th century, 
merchants would often hire perfumers to infuse their shops with spirits of 
rosemary. It is not always associated with sadness as the herb was also a 
popular addition to nosegays, bridal wear and other floral displays to 
encourage happiness of home and hearth. Another interpretation that might 
make sense is that rosemary has a fragrance that clings. Although the 
famous phrase is used by Ophelia in ‘Hamlet’, the association of rosemary 
with remembrance, at funerals, mourning or other celebrations, certainly 
predates Shakespeare’s play. 
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Interestingly, in a scientific context, rosemary and 
memory do share important connections as 
several recent studies into aromatherapy suggest 
that the herb does help to stimulate memory and 
may preserve some cognitive function. If these 
studies are correct, a sprig of rosemary is not the 
harbinger of doom that it was for poor Ophelia, but 
it may be an aromatic preserver of the thoughts 
people hold dear. 
 

Interestingly, the exact quote from the play is – 
 

“There’s rosemary, that’s for remembrance; pray, love, remember.” 

Jenny Jones 

Choral Evensong 
 

About a year ago I wrote a piece for 
Bathwick News about the beauty of Choral 
Evensong. 
 

We are so blessed at St Mary’s with a superb choir, happily including 
younger faces from the University, and very ably led by Gary Desmond.  
The Choral Evensong they sang in Wells Cathedral was very well received, 
the Bicentenary Concert - 7.30pm on Saturday 29th October - was well 
attended and a never to be forgotten occasion. 
 
So why is it that the monthly Choral Evensong service isn’t well supported? 
On November 6th the congregation was much smaller than the Choir, and 
even smaller than that at the following Wednesday 10.30am Eucharist.  
 
Choral Evensong is like no other service with beautiful music, time for quiet 
reflection and an uplifting end to any Sunday.  
Do come - we must use it, or may be having to face losing it, and that would 
be very sad indeed.  

Jenny Jones   
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

Father, help our care and love to be organised, inventive 
and practical. Teach us how to care - to really care,  
for Jesus’ sake. Amen 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 
Jesus did not teach a theory; he lived a human life like ours. The only 
difference was that, in him, God’s love shone out with no shadows. 
Taize news sheet 

Green News 
 

The 80th Bishop of Bath and Wells the Rt Revd Michael Beasley has 
given 100 hazel tree saplings to guests attending his welcome service 
at Wells Cathedral on Saturday 11 November. He invited guests to 
take home a sapling that will grow, offer shelter to birds and creatures, 
capture carbon, hold moisture in the soil. He said the hazel saplings 
are a symbol and a commitment to everyone to turn words into action. 

Keith Moss. 

************************************************************************************************ 

A CHANCE TO RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
 

Sunday 15th January 2023 
 

It doesn't seem quite right to anticipate that you may be given Christmas gifts that do 
not fill you with joy, but I'm sure we have all been in the position where we feel that 
someone else would appreciate a certain gift more than we do! 
 

To that end we are proposing to have a sale on Sunday 15th January after the 
morning service at St Mary’s. Bring along any 'unwanted' gifts and someone else may 
well snap them up. 
 

Donations for the sale may be brought to church prior to the 15th and given to Marilyn 
Kirby or Nicky Parker or you can just bring them on the day. 
 
Any money raised will go to the church restoration fund.  
 

Thank you. 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
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C 
R 
O 
S 
S 
W 
O 
R 
D 

ACROSS: 
1  ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)  
3  ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8)  
9  Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)  
10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)  
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)  
12 ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not — the cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) 
(6)  
14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)  
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)  
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — — women, he might take them as 
prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2) 
22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)  
23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)  
24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8)  
25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?’ (Job 22:15) (4) 
 
DOWN: 
1  ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — — ’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5) 
2  ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ — — murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3) 
4  One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:5) (13) 
5  ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5) 
6  Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)  
7  ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)  
8  Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)  
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)  
15 ‘ — to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)  
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)  
18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into my side”’ (John 20:27) (5)  
20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I forsake you”’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5)  
21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4) 
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Dear St Mary’s Church, 
 

Thank you for your kind Harvest Festival donation of 91.5kgs of food and other 
essential items to support Bath Foodbank, part of Genesis Trust. 
 

As we head into the cooler months, we are aware of the rising costs for everyone 
and are anticipating an increase in the number of people needing to use our 
service. With both harvest collections coming in, and Christmas donations to 
follow, we are preparing our warehouse and centres to store as many supplies as 
possible for the season ahead. 
 

We have also just recently opened a third foodbank centre at St Philips and  
St James’ Church in Odd Down, ensuring we can reach people in this part of our 
city with provisions for food and other support.  
 

Because of the generosity of your church community, Bath Foodbank will be ready 
for whatever is round the corner. Thank you for helping us prepare and reach as 
many people as needed, now and in the coming months.  
 

Best wishes 
 

Olivia Sladden, Bath Foodbank Coordinator  

COMMUNITY  

Connect at Christmas 
No one should feel lonely on Christmas Day 

 

Connect Bath provides events and activities to tackle 
loneliness and prevent social marginalisation across the BaNES area. 
 

Connect Bath is the new name for Bath Open Christmas which has been supporting 
local residents for the last 30 years. It is run by a small team of enthusiastic 
volunteers who are currently seeking charitable status.  
 

Every year we host an event for 150 guests who would otherwise be alone on 
Christmas Day, providing lunch and festive cheer. Supporting their wellbeing 
through conversation, connection and companionship. Other activities continue 
across the year. 
 

Don’t be lovely at Christmas, come and join the party, everyone is welcome. You can 
contact us direct, be recommended by a family member, charity or support agency. 
Book your free ticket by calling 01225 312271 or 07385 044581. 
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Answers to November crossword 
 

ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.16. Wait.  
17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23,Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 
29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide. 
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7,Theological.  
8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19,Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted.  
25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift. 

 

Donations for Bath Foodbank 
 

We warmly welcome donations for Bath Foodbank.  
Items urgently needed are: 

 
UHT longlife milk, longlife fruit juice, tinned meat  
products, tinned vegetables, instant mashed potato, 
tinned fruit, tinned rice pudding and chocolate bars. 
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Pulteney Estate Residents’ Association 

(PERA) 

 
 

We protect and promote the Pulteney Estate as a great place to live! 

 By bringing people together and supporting local groups and 

events 

 Representing residents’ views and concerns about local issues  

 And working to protect the things residents value in our  

   community 
[ 

 

 
Details of future events TBA 

 

Joining PERA costs £5 pa for a single household of up to 2 people 

www.pulteneyestates.co.uk 
 

Contact: Nigel Websper,   Chairman PERA 

24 Great Pulteney Street  Tel 07860 525 405 

    nigelwebsper@gmail.com 

http://www.pulteneyestates.co.uk
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The Bathwick Boatman  

Restaurant 
 

Your lovely local riverside  

restaurant serving delicious  

lunches and dinners 
 

Great for special parties! 
 

Please contact Rosy or Ben with 

any queries – thank you 
 

01225 428844   
 

www.bathwickboatman.com 
 

Forester Road  Bath  BA2 6QE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CAN WE BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY? 
 

We specialise in providing first-class, 
caring, personal, tailored and empathetic 

companionship for clients  
in and around Bath 

 

Please call us to chat through your 
requirements and arrange for us  

to visit you 
 

Sue: 07834 324767   or     
Madeline:  07773 331510 

 

DBS and references available upon request 

Bridgemead Day Club 
 

Come and join Bridgemead Day Club 10am – 4pm 
Arrive at 10am and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea 

along with a chat and if you would like a challenge 
how about a group quiz or crossword? 

A lovely lunch will be provided. 
In the afternoon we have various activities 

ranging from Entertainers, Arts and Crafts, Sing-alongs 
and much more. 

At 3pm the ‘Grand Finale’  - Tea and cake. 
“Thank you for a most enjoyable day” 
just one of many compliments from 

Club Members. 

Cost:  £31 per visit 
Contact details: 

activities@bridgecare.org.uk  -  01225 484904 
81 St John’s Road, Bathwick, Bath.  BA2 6PZ 

mailto:activities@bridgecare.org.uk
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Freelance Hairdresser  
over 30 years experience in 

Cutting, Perming, Highlighting,  
Colouring and Dressing Hair for  

Special Occasions, 
 

offers appointments in the comfort of 
your own home. 

 

Telephone 01225 744294 
(please leave a message and I will call 

you back on my return) 

 

 
 
 

 

 
KWIK STRIP 

Paint stripping - Furniture Restoration 
and Spraying. 

 

Doors, Furniture, Wood and Metal.   
Also Beeswaxing, French Polishing, 

Special Painted Effects, Limeing,  
Distressing and Furniture Spraying, 

Classic contemporary finishes available. 
 

Recommended for Grade 1 Listed Buildings  
 

Our customers range from Home Owners to 
the V&A Museum 

 

Environmental Award Winning Method. 
 

Based in Oldfield Park 
Call Maria on 01225 315541 

www.kwikstrip.biz 

 

Nicola Jane  

Sheringham-Smith 

HCPC reg: CH34893 

Complete footcare in the comfort 
of your own home! 

 

Tel: 07759 558846 

01225 840454 
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PUBLIC WORSHIP WITH THE CHURCH DAY BY DAY 

USUAL WORSHIP ON WEEKDAYS 
 

TUESDAYS: St John’s 9.30am MASS 
 

WEDNESDAYS: St Mary’s 10.30am TRAD. LANGUAGE EUCHARIST 

 

THURSDAYS: St John’s 10.30am MASS 
 

FRIDAYS: St Mary’s 9.30am EUCHARIST 
 

SATURDAYS: St John’s 9.30am MASS 
 
Morning Prayer is usually said around 9am and Evening Prayer around 5.30pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) by arrangement: 
 Please speak to Fr Peter (01225) 460052 
 

Applications and Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings, etc,  
 Please ask at Church or Tel (01225) 447450 for an appointment 
 

The “Bathwick Parishes Weekly Noticesheet” is available in Church,  
by e-mail on request and at www.bathwickparishes.org.uk 
 
 

The Clergy wish to receive information about people who would welcome a visit 
at home or in hospital. The Sacraments of Holy Communion and Holy Oils are 
reserved for ministry to the sick and housebound. For further information about 
any aspect of the Christian Faith, please contact Fr Peter. 

SUNDAYS 

 

ST JOHN’S 

 

9.00am MASS & SERMON 
followed by breakfast in the hall 

 

4.00pm EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
(usually 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month; 

6pm April-October) 
 

ST MARY’S 

 

10.30am EUCHARIST & SERMON 
followed by tea/coffee and biscuits in the hall 

 

(this service will be live-streamed whenever possible on the Bathwick Benefice 
News Facebook page and is sometimes copied afterwards to the Bathwick 

Benefice YouTube channel) 
 

6.00pm EVENSONG 
(usually 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month) 

 

For changes and details of other services please see the weekly Sunday leaflet 
and p.4 of this magazine 


